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Five  years  after,  rebuilding  continues 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


Hurricane  Katrina  in  2005  was  the 
costliest  natural  disaster,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  five  deadliest  hurricanes,  in  the 
history  of  die  United  States. 

After  making  landfall  briefly  in 
Louisiana,  the  eyewall  passed  over  the 
dties  of  Bay  St.  Louis  and  Waveland  the 
morning  of  August  29,  as  a  Category  3  hur¬ 
ricane  with  sustained  winds  of  120  mph. 
The  resulting  26-foot  storm  surge  penetrat¬ 
ed  six  miles  inland  and  in  many  areas 
moved  12  miles  along  bays  and  rivers. 

The  surge  was  tne  most  extensive,  as 
well  as  the  highest,  in  the  documented  his¬ 
tory  of  the  United  States.  Preliminary  esti¬ 
mates  by  Mississippi  officials  calculated 
that  90>  of  the  structures  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  coastline  were  completely 
demolished.  On  U S.  Highway  90,  which 
runs  east  to  west  along  the  coastline,  two 
major  bridges  were  destroyed. 

the  effects  were  felt  statewide.  Eleven 
tornadoes  were  recorded  in  the  state,  and 


Agency  estimated  that  over  900,000  peo¬ 
ple  were  without  power.  Total  property 
damage  from  Katrtna  was  estimated  at 
$81  billion.  In  Mississippi  alone,  the  storm 
left  238  people  dead  and  67  missing. 


NEAR  TOTAL  DESTRUCTION  —  At  the  remains  of  First  Church,  Gulfport,  Morris  H. 
Chapman  (right),  president  of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee,  reflects  on  the  devasta¬ 
tion  wrought  oy  Hurricane  Katrina  in^OOS.  D.  August  Boto>  SBC'Exeeutiv*  Committee 
general  counsel  and  vice  president  for  convention  policy,  looks  on.  (BP  photo) 


ly.  To  date,  almost  $21  million  has  gone 
toward  Katrina-related  needs.  Among  these 
gifts  have  been  $11,094*296.48  toward  church 
rebuilds;  $7,308,701.88  toward  community 
rebuilds;  $1,836,941.63  toward  salary  support 
(gifts  given  to  pastors  and  staff  to  help  sup¬ 
plement  any  shortfalls  in  salary  in  the 
months  following  the  storm);  $265,456.03 
toward  response  to  ministers  (emergency 
monies  given  immediately  after  the  storm,  as 
well  as  ministers'  home  repairs);  and 
$460,693  toward  feeding  and  miscellaneous. 

Finances  tell  only  one  part  of  the  story. 
Perhaps  the  true  story  of  Katrina  is  found 
in  the  individual  accounts  of  people  and 
churches.  Consider  "A  Tale  of  Two 
Churches,"  Wooimarket  Church  in  Biloxi 
and  First  Church,  Bay  St  Louis. 

Located  well  north  of  the  coastline, 
Wooimarket  Church  still  suffered  signifi¬ 
cant  damage  from  Katrina.  Paul  Crowley 
will  be  celebrating  his  15th  anniversary  as 
pastor  in  October. 

"We  lost  some  good  folks  who  moved," 
Crowley  said.  "This  area  was  still  far 
enough  north  that  most  of  our  damage  was 
wind  damage,  but  some  folks  didn't  want 
to  go  through  this  kind  of  thing  again/' 

Part  of  the  church  building  had  to  be 
totally  gutted.  Sanctuary  damage  was 
minimal,  but  part  of  the  education  space 
was  ruined  because  of  rain  damage. 
Damages  were  close  to  $300,000. 

"We  didn't  miss  a  service,"  said 
Crowley.  "This  [the  education]  building 
had  to  be  completely  redone.  The  gym 
was  still  standing,  and  we  were  able  to 
use  it.  That  Wednesday  after  the  storm  my 
oldest  son  and  I  came  back  from  Tbpelo  — 
we'd  been  up  there  during  the  storm  — 


general  counsel  and  vice  president  tor  ecu 

and  that  night  he,  I,  and  two  church  mem¬ 
bers  stood  outside  the  sanctuary  and  had 
church  services.  It  was  basically,  "Thank 
you  Lord  that  we  are  all  in  one  piece!'" 

The  next  Sunday  the  church  had  an 
early  service*  The  church's  insurance  "did 
right,"  in  Crowley's  words.  Contributions 
helped  with  the  deductibles. 

*The  first  three  years  after  the  storm  we 
housed  over  4,000  volunteers  who  came  in. 
We  started  with  chainsaws.  North 
Highland  Church  from  Hueytown, 
Alabama,  has  been  down  many  times, 
helping  us  and  helping,  others." 

*For  the  first  two  or  three  years,  it  was  all 
about  Katrina,  all  about  the  recovery.  Every 
conversation  with  someone  would  turn  to 
the  storm  ~  where  they  were,  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  them.  In  the  last  year-and-a-half  or 
two  years,  Katrina  hasn't  dominated  the  con¬ 
versation,  and  it's  given  us  a  chance  to  get 
back  to  church,  to  seeking  and  saving  the 
lost  The  focus  has  shifted  back.  It's  hard  for 
me  to  go  back  and  compare  where  we  were 
before  Katrina  ...  It's  hard  to  think  about 
what  it  was  like  before  August  of  2005." 

"Katrina  changed  me,  Crowley  contin¬ 
ued.  "It  changed  all  of  us.  There  are  people 
in  our  church  who  are  different  now.  Not 
necessarily  good,  not  necessarily  bad.  It  just 
impacted  us  all.  Out  here;  it's  easy  to  forget 
it  happened,  but  if  you  drive  along  the 
beach,  you  know  things  have  changed." 

Bay  St  Louis,  in  many  ways;  was  ground 
zero"  for  Katrina,  but  a  stroll  around  the 
downtown  area  shows  significant  rebuilding 
and  restoration  has  taken  place. 

A1  Green  is  pastor  of  First  Church  in  Bay 
St.  Louis.  "My  daddy  had  just  come 
through  one  bout  with  cancer;"  said  Green, 
"and  was  scheduled  to  go  back  in  the  hos¬ 
pital  on  the  day  Katrina  nit,  so  l  went  to  his 
home  in  Lumberton  and  planned  to  stay 
with  him  at  the  hospital.  They  called 


vention  policy,  looks  on.  (BP  photo) 

Sunday  afternoon  and  said  they  weren't 
letting  anyone  in  die  hospital,  so  I  rode  it 
out  with  him  in  Lumberton.  I  followed  the 
chainsaw  teams  back  in  Tuesday." 

First  Church's  sanctuary  lost  its  root  all 
die  windows,  and  the  cindeiblock  pilings 
supporting  die  building  were  twisted  and 
leaning.  The  building,  which  was  one  of 
the  chapels  at  die  Centreville  Army  Base; 
had  been  purchased  in  1947  for  a  little  over 
$1,200.  The  building  had  been  taken  apart 
at  the  site  and  brought  bade  to  Bay  St 
Louis,  re-assembled,  and  bricked. 

"We  had  an  architect  come  look  under 
the  building,  and  he  told  us  'I  can't  tell 
you  it  can't  oe  fixed,  but  it  will  cost  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  for  the  reports  needed  to 
let  you  know  if  it  couM  be  repaired/  So 
we  voted  just  to  tear  it  down,"  said 
Green.  The  church  has  built  a  new  sanc¬ 
tuary,  with  more  building  to  follow. 

"Before  the  storm  we  were  in  two  ser¬ 
vices,"  Green  continued,  "90  by  rebuilding 
we  were  able  to  get  in  one  service.  We  were 
averaging  about  265-270  in  worship  before 
Katrina,  and  we  probably  had  230  mis  past 
Sunday  —  but  probably  only  about  150  of 
that  number  were  attending  church  before 
Katrina.  We've  gotten  a  lot  of  new  people  in, 
a  lot  that  came  in  during  die  disaster  rebuild." 

When  asked  about  the  attitude  and  bear¬ 
ing  of  the  church  members.  Green  said,  "We 
have  a  new  normal.  In  a  lot  of  ways,  that's 
better  than  die  old  normal.  There  hasn't 
been  that  much  of  a  panic  over  the  oil  spill 
that  there  might've  been  prior  to  Katrma. 
We've  learned  that  there  is  truth  in  the  word 
of  God,  that  prayer  can  change  things." 

Green  stated,  as  a  testimony  to  God's 
faithfulness,  that  the  church  was  "giving 
more  today  than  it  was  before  Katrina. 
We  had  to  borrow  money  to  build  the 
sanctuary,  but  if  it  weren't  for  that  we'd 
be  running  ahead  of  budget." 


Judges:  Take  down  Utah  memorial  crosses 


"SALT  LAKE  CITY  (BP)  — 
Crosses  alongside  Utah  high¬ 
ways  and  roads  that  memorial¬ 
ize  fallen  state  troopers  are 
unconstitutional  and  must  be 
removed,  a  federal  appeals 
court  ruled  August  18  in  a  case 
that  coukl  end  up  before  the 
US.  Supreme  Court 

Athiee^fudge  panel  of  the  US. 
Tenth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
unanimously  ruled  that  the 
crosses,  which  are  12  feet  taH  six 
feet  wide,  and  have  state 
approval,  amount  Id  an  unconsti¬ 
tutional  government  establish¬ 
ment  of  religion.  Each  cross  ha6 
the  troopers  name,  rank,  and 
badge  number  along  with  the 
year  he  or  she  died,  biographical 
information,  and  a  picture.  It  also 
has  the  Utah  Highway  Patrol 
official  symbol 

The  program,  started  in  1996, 
places  the  cross  as  near  as  possi¬ 
ble  to  the  death  site. 

The  organization  American 
Atheists  fifed  the  suit  with  one 
of  the  plaintiffs  even  saying  he 
occasionally  altered  hL>  travel 
route  to  avoid  seeing  a  cross. 
Supporters  of  the  crosses  say 
they  will  appeal  the  decision, 
either  to  the  full  Tenth  Circuit  or 
to  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  crosses  themselves  are 
privately  funded,  although 
most  of  them  are  on  public 
land.  There  are  more  man  a 
dozen  of  them  statewide. 

"[WJe  conclude  that  the  cross, 
memorials  would  convey  to  a 
reasonable  observer  that  tne  state 
of  Utah  is  endorsing 
Christianity,"  the  court  ruled  in  a 
35-page  decision  that  reversed  a 
lower  court  "The  memorials  use 
the  preeminent  symbol  of 
Christianity,  and  they  do  so 
standing  alone  (as  opposed  to  it 


[Utah  Highway  Patrol and  is 
found  primarily  on  public  land." 

Although  the  Tenth  Circuit 
cited  Supreme  Court  precedent, 
supporters  of  the  crosses  say  the 
high  court  already  addressed  the 
issue  in  a  recent  opinion.  In  an 
April  decision  in  which  the 
Supreme  Court  allowed  a  cross 
to  remain  in  the  Mojave  Desert 
Justice  Anthony  Kennedy  writ¬ 
ing  for  a  5~4  majority,  asserted 
that  the  "goal  of  avoiding  gov¬ 
ernmental  endorsement  does  not 
require  eradication  of  all  religious 
symbols  in  the  public  realm. 

"  A  cross  by  the  side  of  a  public 
highway  marking,  for  instance; 
the  place  where  a  state  trooper 
perilled  need  not  be  taken  as  a 
statement  of  governmental  sup¬ 
port  for  sectarian  beliefs," 
Kennedy  wrote  in  the  case, 
Salazar  v.  Buono.  "The 
Constitution  does  not  oblige  gov¬ 
ernment  to  avoid  any  public 
acknowledgment  of  religion's 
role  in  society." 

The  Tenth  Circuit  panel 
acknowledged  the  Safer  ar  deri¬ 
sion  but  said  the  Supreme  Court 
"did  not  address  the  merits  of  the 
Establishment  Clause  daim" 
against  the  Mojave  Desert  cross. 
In  that  case  the  Supreme  Court 
did  not  get  to  the  Establishment 
Clause  question  but  instead 
returned  the  case  to  the  lower 
court  with  instructions  for  fur¬ 
ther  consideration . 

Legal  groups  who  support 
the  Utalf  crosses  expressed 
optimism.  "One  atheist 
group's  agenda  shouldn't 
diminish  the  sacrifice  made 
by  Utah  highway  patrol  offi¬ 
cers  and  tnar  families.  The 


(as  opposed  to  it 


involving  other  symbols  X  That 
cross  conspicuously  bears  the 
imprimatur  of  a  stale  entity,  the 


Adult  cells  work 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  University  of  MinresoU  researchers 
have  used  non-embrvonk  stem  ceDs  to  treat  successfully  chil¬ 
dren  with  a  lethal  slan  disease.  Another  team  ctf  researchers. 


RIO  W1U1  nuuieuu  5  LtBOKK.  jaauvBwuv«.w.w. 

bone  marrow  or  donor  umbilical  cord  blood,  the  Minnesota  sci¬ 
entists  treated  children  with  recessive  dystrophic  epidermolysis 
bullosa  (RDEBX  a  severe  form  of  epidermolysis  bullosa  (EB).  EB 
also  affects  the  lining  of  the  mouth  and  esophagus  and  causes 
skin  to  bfistet  which  can  lead  to  infections  and  a  virulent  form 
of  skin  cancer.  The  disease  has  been  regarded  as  incurable.  Most 
children  with  EB  do  not  survive  their  20s*  The  research  team,  led 
by  John  Wagner  and  Jakub  Tolu,  has  transplanted  adult  stem 
cells  into  10  children  since  2007.  The  recipients  have  responded 
to  a  variety  of  degrees,  Warner  said.  'This  discovery  is  more 
unique  and  more  remarkable  than  it  may  first  sound,"  Tolar 
said. "...  What  we  have  found  is  that  stem  cells  contained  in  bene 
marrow  can  travel  to  sites  of  injured  skin,  leading  to  increased 
production  of  collagen  which  is  deficient  in  patients  with  RDEB 
Bone  marrow  transplantation  is  one  of  the  nskiest  procedures  in 
medicine;  yet  it  is  also  one  of  the  most  successful  Patients  who 
otherwise  would  have  died  from  their  disease  can  often  now  be 
cured.  It's  a  serious  treatment  for  a  serious  disease."  The  extrac¬ 
tion  of  embryonic  stem  cells  requires  the  destruction  of  the  tiny 
human  embryos  from  which  they  are  taken.  Extracting  non- 
embryonic  stem  cells  does  not  harm  the  donor. 


IMPERMISS&L£  -  A  federal  three-judge  panel  has  nded  that  toad* 
side  memorials  to  Utah  stale  troopers  who  (fed  in  tie  fine  or  day 
must  be  removed  as  impermisstoie  because  tie  crosses  on  which  toe 
memorials  are  based  can  be  construed  as  an  endorsement  of 
Christianity  by  the  government  Croups  in  faMor  of  the  private  memo- 
rials,  which  stand  on  public  land,  hare  rowed  to  appeal.  (BP  photo) 
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families  of  the  fallen  should 
be  allowed  to  honor  their 
loved  ones  as  they  wish,"  said 
Byron  Babione,  an  attorney 
with  the  Alliance  Defense 
Fund,  which  was  allowed  to. 
intervene  in  the  case. 


"Individualized  memorial 
crosses  honoring  fallen  troopers 
simply  do  not  amount  to  a  gov¬ 
ernment  establishment  of  reli¬ 
gion.  And  the  mention  of  the 
validity  of  roadside  crosses  by 
the  Supreme  Court  in  a  recent 
decision  is  certainly  an  encourag 
ing  sign  for  our  case  on  appear 
Babione  said. 

Conservative  groups  are 

tualh^v^  establish  new  prece¬ 
dent  on  such  church-state  cases. 
The  Supreme  Court's  last  major 
qmilar  decision  came  in  2005 
when  M  issued  sp  it  decisions  in  a 
pair  of  Ten  v  anunandments 
cases;  allowing  a  Texas  monu¬ 
ment  to  stand  while  ordering  one 
in  Kentucky  to  be  removed. 

Both  lungs  were  H  with 

ber  of  the  only 

justice  to  switch  sides. 

Since  thea  *hemakmig»of  the 
court  has  drstged  sywfirantiy 
and  grown  crore  conservative 
Specifically,  l  shoe  Sandra  Day 
CrComor  —  a  moderate  who 
voted  in  both  cases  to  remove  the 
Ten  Comm  indments  —  was 


replaced  with  a  conservative 

In  the  Utah  case  the  Becket 
Fund  for  Religious  Liberty  fifed  a 
friend-of-the-court  boef  on 
behalf  of  itself  and  the  states  of 
Colorado;  Kansas,  New  Mexkxx 
and  Oklahoma,  askfeg  feat  the 

"The  Constitution  does  not 
require  stripping  government 


Jesus  Christ 

G*0 


Honocof 


symbols  are  privatehr  owned, 
privately  funded,  and  privately 
maintained,"  said  Luke 
Goodrich  of  the  Becket  Fund 
for  Religious  Liberty.  "When 
the  government  allows  private 
speech  on  public  property,  it 
cannot  dt^*  i  kimiguti*  between 
secular  and  religious  speech 
and  muzzle  only  the  religious." 

The  appeals  panel  was  made 
up  of  two  nominees  erf  President 
Reagan  (Deanefl  Reece Tacha  and 
David  MEbei)  and  one  nominee 
of  President  George  W.  Bush 
(Hams  1~  Hartz). 

The  Tenth  Grant  covers 
Colorado;  Kansas,  New  Mexkxx 
Oklahoma,  Utalx  Wyoming 


You  Can  Respow 
Right  Now* 


L  Lori.  I 


X I  bebeve  Jesus  died  and  n 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  i 
sins  and  to  restore  my  re 
tionship  with  you. 
(IbeUrrf  ia  Jesms,) 


developed  and  printed  &000  boofcooveis  dxspUvirg  the  10  Gomnwndments 
and  hrfps,.  far  students  to  place  on  their  tpdbooks  at  school 


US  Air  Force  Major  Gerald  Knighton,  former  pastor  of  Fayette 
Church,  Fayette,  will  leave  his  position  as  chaplain  of  Ariingtcn  National 
Cemetery  in  Arlington.  Va.  Kingh  ton  has  provided  a  Christian  witness  to 
mote  than  700  families  who  came  to  bury  loved  ones  in  the  cemetery 


Lawrence  T.  Lowery,  recently  retired  as  president  of  Blue 
Mountain  College,  is  in  King's  Daughters'  hospital  in  Brookhaven  as 
a  result  of  an  automobile  accident.  He  suffered  a  broken  collarbone,  a 
broken  rib,  a  fractured  knee,  and  several  cuts  and  bruises. 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  du 
time  on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  tar¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  fl 
receive  Christ  ms  wnj  Seeder 
mmd  Lord.) 
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, 

Jesus  Cknst 
load  Baptist 
ml  guidance. 


he  gate  &*  right*  become 
i  cfCod.  even  *  those  edm 
n  hts  name  '  (Jcim  1:22) 
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The  Baptist  Rjbcokd 


Our  Defining  Time 


/n  many  ways,  it  seems  like  a  lifetime 
ago.  In  other  ways,  it  seems  like  yester- 
I  IdSy.  There  are  many  aspects  we'll 
always  remember.  There  are  many  aspects 
we  wish  we  could  foiget. 

When  Hurricane  Katrina  roared  ashore 
five  years  ago  this  coming  Sunday,  it  was 
like  nothing  we  had  seen  in  Mississippi 
since  Hurricane  Camille  in  1969.  For  those 
of  us  who  witnessed  the  fury  of  Camille, 
we  were  certain  there  would 
never  be  another  storm  like  her 
in  our  lifetimes.  We  were  wrong. 
Katrina  taught  us  lightning  can 
strike  twice  in  the  same  place. 

Do  you  remember  where  you 
were  on  that  fateful  evening?  I 
was  covering  a  story  at  a  church 
in  north  Mississippi  that  after¬ 
noon,  and  planned  to  spend  the 
night  there  before  heading  home 
early  the  next  morning.  My  wife 
called  on  my  cell  phone  arounu 
dusk  and  said,  "I  Blink  you  bet¬ 
ter  come  home.”  1  did. 
im  H.  Watching  Katrina  pass  over 
n«  Ir  our  home  in  Ridgeland  with  still- 
*  *  powerful  winds  and  blinding  rain 

tor  was  a  sight  (and  sounds)  i  will 

likely  remember  forever,  a  bigger 
than- life  story  I  will  tell  my  grandchildren 
and,  hopefully,  my  great-grandchildren. 

the  title  of  the  lead  editorial  in  the  next 
issue  of  The  Baptist  Record  after  the  storm 
passed  was  entitled.  Our  Defining  Time. 
There  will  be  storm  victims  -  refugees,  if 
you  will  -in  need  of  our  help  for  many  years 
to  come,"  I  wrote  in  that  editorial.  "How 
Christians  react  to  this  historic  challenge  will 
define  us  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  for  decades 
to  come.  More  to  the  point  how  Baptists 
react  to  this  historic  challenge  will  define  us 
in  the  eyas  of  the  world  for  decades  to  come."' 

Five  years  after  those  words  were  inked 
on  to  newsprint  we  have  our  answer. 
Baptists  poured  into  five  Gulf  Coast  regions 
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of  Mississippi  '■and 
Louisiana  by  the  thou¬ 
sands.  They  came  from 
north  Mississippi, 

Alaska,  Hawaii,  and  all 
points  in  between.  To 
name  all  of  them  and  all 
of  the  organizations 
that  mobilized  to  help 
us  in  our  hour  of  need 
would  take  all  the 
pages  of  all  the  issues  of 
The  Baptist  Record 
through  the  end  of  the 
year.  fi  was  amazing. 

Millions  of  meals 
were  served  to  hungry 
residents  of  the  storm 
area,  thanks  to  Baptist 
volunteers.  Thousands 
of  people  with  medical 
needs  were  attended. 

Churches  were  rebuilt. 

Homes  were  cleaned 
out,  refurbished,  and  cccniNP  tuc  l 
even  rebuilt  if  neces- 
sary.  Volunteers  rotated  mir 

in  and  out  of  the  Gulf  wfcj.  VbltmlWS 
provided  a  witness 
Coast  area  tor  years.  _  /tyu^r 

The  world  took  note,  strous  storm.  (Photc 

An  uncountable  num¬ 
ber  of  lost  people,  stunned  by  the  generos¬ 
ity  of  Baptists  in  their  hour  of  need,  came 
to  know  Jesus  as  their  Lord  and  Savior. 
That's  what  Christian  service  does  for 
non-believers.  An  equally  uncountable 
number  of  the  volunteers  who  came  were 
changed  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  That's 
what  Christian  service  does  for  believers. 

All  of  the  memories  are  now  five  years 
in  the  past.  The  news  media's  attention 
has  been  directed  elsewhere,  to  the  next 
big  story  and  the  one  after  that  and  the 
one  after  that  one.  There  have  been 
major  disasters  that  have  drawn  volun¬ 
teers  and  resources  to  other  places. 


FEEDING  THE  HUNGRY  —  Mississippi  Baptist  volunteers  pre¬ 
pare  meals  in  September  2005  in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane 
Katrina.  Volunteers  were  responsible  for  the  millions  of  meals  that 
provided  a  witness  to  Gulf  Coast  residents  left  destitute  by  the  mon¬ 
strous  storm.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Men's  Ministry  Dept,  MBCB) 


Anyone  who  has  been  to  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  latelv  knows 
much  has  been  done,  and  much  remains 
to  be  done  before  we  can  confidently 
declare  ourselves  recovered. 

Mississippi  Baptists  are  not  finished. 
The  main  task  remains  to  be  completed, 
and  that  is  to  continue  to  provide  the 
witness  that  will  help  bring  everyone 
along  the  coast  (and  around  the  world) 
to  a  saving  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Savior.  r  ▼ 

If  anyone  can  do  it,  Mississippi 
Baptists  can.  After  what  Jesus  did  for  us, 
how  can  we  do  any  less? 


to  the 
knows 


il  tacaai  Adritory  Committee: 
Archie  Herrin,  Columbia 
Chris  Webb,  Jackson 
Sharon  Me#,  Cleveland 
John  Price,  Charleston 
Dwayne  ftrfaer.  Flora 
fW  Slim,  Pontotoc 


e«  of  addreat  to:  The 
ZORO,  FLO.  Box  530, 
MS  39205-0530, 


mfM  kK  The  Editor, 
:ORD,  FLO.  Box  530, 
MS  39205-0530. 


Jtt  (001)  900-3000 
V«B  (001)  292-3330 


VOLUME  134  •  NUMBER  33 
(ISSN  -0005-5 778) 

wd  wmHy  except  weeks  of  My  * 


and  Christmas  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  ticurq,  313  Mmmtppi  Mren, 
Jackson.  MS  39201 .  Subscription  $10.35  per 
year  payable  in  advance.  Economy  plans 

nfiaNe  fnr  rrrpnmf^f  **-*-«rp  - - 

Periodicals  postage  paid  at  Jackson,  MS. 
Member,  Association  of  Stale  Baptist  Pipers 


week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 
Advertising--  two  calendar  weeks  prior  to 
requested  publication  date.  Alt  submissions 
ere  subject  to  editing. 


So  how  was  India?"  I 
couldn't  even  think  of 
where  I  would  begin.  I 
never  imagined  I  would  go  to 
India.  1  know  that  some  peo¬ 
ple  knew  from  age  five  they 
were  going  to  serve  the  Lord 
overseas,  but  that  wasn't  me. 

A  month  before  I  graduated 
from  college,  I  fully  planned  to 
stay  in  America  and  pursue 
some  soft  of  career  in  politics, 
but  there  came  a  moment  when  I 
distinctly  felt  I  was  fighting 
against  the  strong  current  ot 
God's  purpose,  afraid  to 
embrace  what  He  made  me  to  do 
One  night,  with  no  Job 
prospects,  no  purpose,  and  no 
sanity  left,  I  threw  up  my 
hands  to  the  God  of  the  uni¬ 
verse  and  said,  "Whatever 
You  made  me  to  do.  I'll  do  it! 
Just  get  me  over  my  fears." 

That  was  the  first  step  to 
India.  The  second  week  there, 
I  wanted  to  go  home.  There 
was  a  general  stress  that 
weighed  heavily  upon  me, 
which  I  couldn't  trace  to  one 
particular  thing.  I  later 
defined  it  as  the  stress  of  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  place  foreign  from 
everything  I  had  ever  known. 

There  was  also  some 
demonic  oppression  where  I 
lived,  since  the  neighbors 
were  devout  Hindus  and  reg- 
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ularly  worshipped  idols.  All 
this  made  me  feel  like  there 
was  no  way  I  could  survive.  I 
distinctly  remember  looking 
at  my  calendar  and  thinking, 
"I  have  four  months  here?  I'm 
going  to  die!  I  will  perish  here 
in  India  from  stress." 

I  didn't  die.  I  fell  on  the 
Lord.  I  told  Him  frequently 
there  was  no  Way  I  could  sur¬ 
vive  without  Him,  and  I  asked 
Him  to  be  my  strength 
through  each  day.  I  knew  He 
brought  me  to  India  for  a  pur¬ 
pose,  and  I  prayed  more  times 
than  I  can  remember  that  He 
would  accomplish  that  pur¬ 
pose  in  me,  no  matter  my 
flaws  or  apprehensions. 

Slowly,  I  got  used  to  living 
in  India,  and  as  that  hap¬ 
pened,  I  began  to  see.  The  first 
time  I  went  into  a  slum,  I 
couldn't  take  it  all  in.  I  wit¬ 
nessed  the  most  desperate 
poverty  of  people  who  could 


not  afford  to  eat  every  day, 
who  lived  in  filthy  one-room 
houses  with  seven  people  and 
no  hope,  where  drunken  men 
beat  their  wives  senseless  and 
women  murdered  their  new¬ 
born  baby  girls  because  they 
couldn't  take  care  of  them. 

I  saw  ornately  carved  tem¬ 
ples  filled  with  powerless 
idols,  where  scores  of  people 
in  bondage  to  spiritual  dark¬ 
ness  burned  incense  to 
demons.  I  saw  the  minarets  of 
mosques  and  heard  the 
echoes  of  innumerable  calls  to 
prayer,  beckoning  men  and 
women  to  bow  before  a  twist¬ 
ed  idea  of  God  proclaimed  by 
a  false  prophet. 

I  also  saw  passionate 
believers  in  Christ  who  devot¬ 
ed  their  lives  to  loving  the 
children  who  live  in  the 
slums.  Every  day  they  fed 
these  children,  helped  them 
with  homework,  taught  them 


about  Jesus,  and  showed  them 
that  the  true  God  who  created 
them  loves  them  deeply. 

I  saw  thousands  of 
Christians  in  church  on 
Sundays  praying  with  sincere 
hearts  to  their  Savior,  lifting 
up  their  hands  to  worship  the 
living  God  who  has  been  in 
India  since  time  began. 

How  could  I  describe  what 
all  this  has  done  to  me?  In  a 
slow  succession  of  events,  my 
time  in  India  altered  the  very 
fiber  of  my  being.  I  am  not 
and  never  will  be  the  same 
person.  I  have  seen,  heard, 
and  done  things  I  never  imag¬ 
ined.  I  have  been  broken  to 
the  most  utter  point  of  despair 
and  seen  the  Lord  work 
mightily  through  my  weak¬ 
ness.  I  nave  breathed  deeply 
of  all  that  He  is  and  have  lived 
by  His  strength  in  the  most 
difficult  of  circumstances. 

I  have  followed  Him  to  a 
place  I  never  thought  I  would 
go  and  been  changed  in  ways 
I  still  don't  understand.  I  am 
at  a  loss  for  words. 

That's  how  India  was. 


Author's  name  withheld  for 
security  reasons .  This  commentary 
appears  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 
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Democrats  attempt  to  muzzle  crisis  pregnancy 

WASHINGTON  fRPl  —  Th*  ^  ...  A  O  J 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  & 
Religious  Liberty  Commission 
(ERLC)  in  Nashville  has  called 
on  congressional  leaders  to  pro¬ 
ceed  no  further  on  legislation  to 
regulate  ad  vertising  by  pregnan¬ 
cy  nelp  centers. 

In  an  Aug.  19  letter,  ERLC 
President  Richard  Land  wrote 
the  leading  members  of  two 
committees  to  express  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  Stop  Deceptive 
Advertising  for  Wooten's 
Services  Act.  The  bill  would 
direct  the  Federal  Trade 
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Commission  to  issue  new  rules 
banning  advertising  that 
intends  to  give  the  impression 
a  center  provides  aoortions 
when  it  does  not 

The  ERLC  opposes  the  leg¬ 
islation  because  its  purpose  is 
to  restrict  the  speech  and  activ¬ 
ities  of  pregnancy  centers 
throughout  the  country,  open¬ 
ing  the  door  for  increased 
abortions,*'  Land  wrote 

"Crisis  pregnancy  centers 
have  an  impact  on  reducing 
abortions,  as  they  inform 
women  that  there  is  an  abor- 

-  -  • »  I •  t  a> * .  • 


uuciiuuvir,  nr  mmi.  u  is 
therefore  vital  that  we  protect, 
not  inhibit  the  speech  of  these 
life-affirming  pregnancy  cen¬ 
ters  that  do  not  perform  or 
refer  for  abortions. 

Land  expressed  a  concern 
pro-life  advocates  have  that 
the  bill  would  require  preg¬ 
nancy  centers  to  advertise 
they  do  not  provide  abortions. 

do  not  know  of  any  busi¬ 
ness  that  is  required  to  adver¬ 
tise  the  services  it  does  not 
provide,"  he  said.  "Why 
should  crisis  pregnancy  cen¬ 
ters  be  required  to  do  so?" 

Land's  letter  went  to  Sens. 
John  Rockefeller;  D.-W.Va,  and 
Kay  Bailey  Hutchison,  R.- 
Texas,  the  chairman  and  rank¬ 
ing  member;  respectively,  of  the 
Senate  Commerce,  Science  and 
Transportation  Committee.  It 
also  was  sent  to  Reps.  Henry 
- - Joe 


Barton,  R.-Texas,  the  chairman 
and  ranking  member;  respec¬ 
tively,  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  Energy  and 
Commerce  Committee. 

The  bill  is  HJL  5652  in  the 
House,  and  its  companion  in  the 
Senate  is  Sl  3554.  Rep.  Carolyn 
Maloney,  D.-N.YL  is  the  propos¬ 
al's  sponsor  in  the  House  W 
Robert  Mtnendez,  D.-NJ,  is  the 
sponsor  in  the  Senate. 

In  introducing  her  bill  June 
3(X  Maloney  said  many  pregnan¬ 
cy  centers  are  ‘'forthright  and 
respectful"  but  asserted  "some 


tase  a  more  underhanded 
approach  to  hue  in  women  seek¬ 
ing  abortions  by  using  tactics 
that  should  be  illegal!" 

NARAL  Pro-choice  America, 
a  leading  abortion  rights  organi¬ 
zation,  has  been  spearheading 
the  charge  against  pro-life  preg 
nancy  centers.  It  lvs  accused 
them  of  deceptively  advertising 

unoer  sucn  headings  as  abor¬ 
tion  services." 

Care  Net  President  Melinda 
Mahoyde  denied  the  charge 
when  the  bdks  were  introduced 


riiim  ant i  nltwr  »y^iul  grmiprj, 

such  as  Heartbeat  International 
and  the  National  Institute  of 


by  a  document  —  titled 
Commitment  of  Care  and 
Competence  —  in  which  they 
promise  to  advertise  and  oom- 
rnumcate  truthfuBy  she  sad. 


"Deception  is  simply  incon- 
airtent  with  our  Christian  prince 
pies  of  honesty  and  integrity," 
said  Delahqyde,  whose Irearii- 
zation  describes  itself  as  "Chrri*- 

shut  down  the  conipetiUuiu^she 
said  in  a  written  refcaac. 

The  legislation,  which  has 
been  introduced  in  previous 
^r%ncns  of  Congress,  has  not 
been  greeted  with  a 
groundswefl  of  support.  It  hm 


25  co-sponsors  in  the  House 
and  none  in  the  Senate. 

Its  introduction,  however; 
a^gain  provides  evidence  of  a  tac- 
^bq^i^d^rabortoi  rights 

^gweniBMit ^  ^  Q(y 

councils  of  both  Austin,  Texas, 
and  Baltimore,  McL,  have 
adopted  ordinances  requiring 
pregnancy  help  centers  to  d^ 
play  signs  saying  they  do  not 
gerform  or  jefer  far  agjwii 


for  sexually  transmitted  dis- 
port-abortion  counseling,  and 
do  not  provide 


In  his  letter;  Land 
an  "bony"  in  the  M 


The  ERLC  firtis  "it  bone  that 


Parenthood,  the  nation's  largest 


ban  on  unborn  ddd  drwelqp- 


ns  by  Live  Action,  a  stu^ 


Arizona,  California, 


rogasure  las  beenput  on  hold 


court.  A  judge  heard  oral  argu- 

Manjr  pro-life,  ‘pregnanev 
help  centers  provtdesuch  free 
services  as  pregnancy  tests. 


Land  told  the 
Congieagthe  Soot 

mote  than  10 
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Mississippi 

BAPTISTS 

1.  Main  SL  Church, 

Goodman:  July,  with  $429 
raised  for  the  Baptist 
Children's  Village.  Shown 

are  the  participants. 
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2.  ML  Vernon  Church, 
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Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
wrote  your  Bfcfc  knowMge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bid*  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  vbsutution 
The  seme  letter  is  substituted 
tivotgjtout the purrb  Kite*  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  Us' week's  puz¬ 
zle:  Acts  One:  Seven. 


NEW  ZION  BAfTtST  IS  A  RURAL 

Church  of  Braxton,  MS,  is  accepting 
resumes  lor  a  full  time  pastor,  can  be 
bf-voCJtioftal.  Please  send  resumes 
to:  New  Zfon  Baptist  Church,  Pfcsfcx 
Search  Committee,  27$  Andrews! 

Road,  Braxton,  MS  19044  _ 

VALLEY  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
between  Pontotoc  and  Tupelo,  is 
seeking  a  lull-time  pastor.  Please  e- 
mail  resume'  to  twiggimttooecaJ  I- 
inc.com  or  mail  to  Tammy  Bass  SI  5 
ftmtoioc.  MS  laanj. 

WAV  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 


and.' 
of  I 
mail 
1123, 
II  Tim  at 
Facebook. 

:hurch, 

seeking  a 
resume 


The  other  day  I  was  riding 
along  listening  to  some  music 
on  a  Christian  radio  station. 
In  between  some  of  the  songs, 
some  guy  came  on  that  I  aid 
not  know.  He  said,  "Just 
remember,  blessed  are  the 
flexible  for  they  shall  never 
get  bent  out  of  shape."  When 
ne  said  it,  I  was  blessed 
immediately,  but  then  two 
thoughts  came  to  my  mind 
almost  simultaneously.  The 
first  was,  well,  that  is  not  a 
verse  in  die  Bible,  and  the  sec¬ 
ond  was,  I  know  a  lot  of  us 
who  need  to  hear  that. 

The  problem  with  my  ini¬ 
tial  two  thoughts  is  that  one 
of  them  is  incorrect.  The  first 
thought  is  untrue.  In  fact, 
you  can  find  the  truth  of  that 
statement  in  a  number  of 
places  and  you  can  see  it  lived 
out  in  many  other  places.  For 
instance,  just  think  about  that 
section  of  Scripture  where  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  supposed  to 
be  working  in  the  believer 
and  producing,  fruit.  Paul 
states  it  like  this,  "But  the 
fruit  of  the  spirit  is  love,  joy, 
peace,  gentleness,  meekness, 
temperance,  faith"  (Gal.  5:22). 
Many  of  these  fruit  compo¬ 
nents  are  part  of  the  fabric  of 
life  that  provides  flexibility  in 
our  relationships.  Listen  to 
the  Apostle  Paul  as  he  writes 
in  Ephesians  4:32,  "Be  ye  kind 
one  to  another,  tenderhearted, 
forgiving  one  another  even  as 
God  lot  Christ  sake  has  for¬ 
given  you  " 

What  a  word  for  all  of  us  to 
have  —  some  flexibility, 
grace,  and  lubrication  in  the 
abrasive  parts  of  our  lives  and 
relationships.  It  will  make  a 
tremendous  difference  wher¬ 
ever  we  may  find  ourselves: 
home,  school,  church,  busi¬ 
ness,  everywhere.  Why 
should  we  be  flexible  with 
other  folks?  Let  me  just  give 
you  three  quick  thoughts. 

One  -  God  has  been  flexible 
with  us.  God  does  not  over¬ 
look  our  sins,  but  He  has  a 
way  of  dealing  with  our  sins. 
In  the  midst  of  all  of  that.  He 
shows  us  enormous  amounts 
of  grace.  He  does  not  have  to 
put  up  with  us.  He  did  not 


CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  1$  cur¬ 
rently  accepting  resumes  through  Oct 
29,  2010,  tor  i  full-time  experienced 
Southern  Baptist  pastor.  Mail  resume 
to  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Pastor 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  740236, 

Tuicumba,  AL  3*61! _ 

GATUNRURG  CABIN  FOR  RENT: 
2  bdftba.  full  fatten,  great  view  of 
National  Pk.  $95/n*.\  832-922-0401  / 

pJw4760#aR^ct _ 

BETSY'S  III'  CABIN  -  $230.00  PER 
week  or  $60.00  per  night.  601-940- 

6841  or  601 -643-881 7. _ 

SEBtfN'f  Siding,  jackson, 

Christian  owned.  All  home  improve¬ 
ments,  vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  and 
shingle  roofs,  patio  covers,  screen  and 
glass  rooms.  681-992-2092,  Don  &  Rita 

Sehren,  owners.  _ _ _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.  SERVING 
MS  8  AL  since  1992.  Can  800-605-2970 
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Jim  Futral ,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


even  have  to  provide  a  way 
for  sin  to  be  paid  for  and  vic¬ 
tory  to  become  ours.  He  is 
not  required  to  respond  to  our 
arrogance  and  rebellion  with 
love  and  kindness,  but  He 
does.  How  thankful  we 
should  be. 

Secondly  -  We  ought  to  be 
flexible  because  there  are 
unknown,  unspoken,  and 
unseen  issues  going  on  in  peo- 


sign  read,  "I  Just  got  fired 
from  my  job,"  or  "I  received 
orders  today  that  I  will  be 
leaving  for  Afghanistan,"  or 
"My  husband  (or  wife)  just 
told  me  that  he  or  she  wants  a 
divorce,"  or  "I  got  a  letter 
from  the  IRS  today,"  or  "I  dis¬ 
covered  my  child  is  on 
drugs,"  or  "I  just  received 
word  at  work  that  my  house  is 
on  fire." 


unseen  issues  going  on  in  peo-  on  nre. 

pie's  lives.  U  we  knew,  we  These  statements  would 
definitely  would  be  more  flex-  reveal  to  us  that  maybe  we 
ible  and  understanding.  You  should  be  a  little  bit  more 


ible  and  understanding.  You 
hear  a  good  deal  about  road 
rage  when  people  out  on  the 
highways  just  go  bonkers,  but 
have  you  ever  stopped  to 
think  about  the  fact  that  you 
probably  know  nothing/ 
zilch/zero  about  what  is  going 
on  in  the  lives  of  people  dri¬ 
ving  the  cars  around  you?  I 
have  often  thought  if  we  could 
have  a  little  system,  maybe  a 
sign  on  our  car  where  you 
could  type  in  just  a  brief  state¬ 
ment  about  what  is  going  on 
with  you,  that  people  would 
be  more  understanaing. 

What  if,  as  you  drove  down 
the  road,  the  people  who  pull 
in  front  of  you,  drive  too  fast 
or  too  slow,  or  whatever  their 
irritating  driving  habit,  had  a 
little  sticker  on  their  car  with 
an  emotional  synopsis  that 
you  could  read?  It  might  read 
something  like  this:  have 

five  children.  Three  of  them 
are  sick  and  1  am  on  the  way 
to  the  doctor."  Or  maybe  it 
would  say,  "1  am  on  the  way 
home  from  the  doctor's  office 
and  I  just  received  word  of  the 
reoccurrence  of  cancer."  What 
if  you  passed  a  car  and  the 


should  be  a  little  bit  more 
understanding  and  maybe  a 
little  more  flexible.  The  only 
problem  with  my  system  is 
that  no  doubt  there  would  be 
many  more  wrecks  on  the 


road  because  everyone 
would  be  trying  to  read 
what  was  going  on  with  the 
folks  around  them.  The 
problem  is  whether  you  are 
at  work,  church,  play,  or  in 
the  store,  you  can  never 
fully  know  what  is  going  on 
witn  the  folks  around  you, 
so  even  though  you  do  not 
know  —  because  if  you  did 
know,  you  would  do  differ¬ 
ently  —  just  do  differently 
anyway.  Give  them  some 
space,  cut  them  slack,  and 
snow  them  some  grace. 

A  third  reason  we  ought  to 
be  flexible  is  simply  that  we 
constantly  want  flexibility 
shown  to  us.  Ot  course,  1 
know  and  you  know  that  you 
probably  deserve  it.  I  hope 
that  everybody  you  have 
dealings  with  Will  De  a  reader 
of  this  article  and  follow  the 
guidelines  because  I  want  it 
to  make  a  difference  for  you. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
jfu  tralfhnbcb.org. 
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We  Rent  Buses! 

15  to  41  Pojoemoer 
Btucj  Available 
Coll  Leomm  for  RaU* 

OLjf&Jfcy 


Mkm  to  tm  am  WO  Haw  l  Used  I 
W»  buy  buast  wdwricoma  Trad*-;* 


BlfJLJS  CONSULTATION 

■SF0*  601-317-2536 

wwwjuckclarkauctions.com 
i  bun  lfcacmti » Aitiwuu  •  Aiwtaw 


SPECIALTY  TREE  SERVICE. 
Tree  Removal  -  Lot  Clearing. 
Trimming — Stump  Grinding — Insured. 

Free  Estimate— 60?  -594-2823 _ 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHFRONT  & 
BEACHSIDE  VACATION  CONDOS 
Gulf  Shores  and  Orange  Beach, 
Alabama.  Best  value  on  the  beach! 
Lowest  Prices!  Over  25  Top  Quality 
Condos!  Owned  &  Operated  by 
Christian  Family  since  1988 
205-556-0368  or  205-752-1231 

www.gulfshorescoodos.com _ 

GET  THE  BBT  RATES  ON: 
Health  Insurance  and  Medicare 
Supplements.  Call  1-800-541-8196  or 
visit  www.TumerinsuranceOnline.com 
STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass, 
Jackson,  601  -502 -0202. 

CHURCH  PIW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery.  Quitman, 
Mte,  phone  601 -776-661 7. 


Mexican  Riviera  Cruise 

Plus...  San  Francisco  -  Big  Sur  Coastline  -  Hearat  Castle 
Exclusive  Float  Viewing  -  The  Rose  Parade  -  San  Diego 

15  Days  Departs  December  26, 2010  hem  $1598* 


Start  in  San  Francisco  for  two  nights  with  city  tour  Travel,  south  and  visit 
Monterey,  the  17  MBe  Drive,  and  take  California's  scenic  Highway  One.  along 
Big  Sur.  Tour  the  Hears!  Castle  and  spend  one  night  in  foe  San  Luts  Obispo 
area  Visit  foe  Danish  Viage  o<  Sotvang  fo  route  to  Los  Angeles.  Take  a  city 
tax  of  Holywood,  Beverly  His  and  LA  plus  enjoy  an  exclusive  YMT,  after 
public  hours,  up  dose,  pre-parade  lloat  viewing.  Tafc  to  foe  artists  and  watch 
the  finishing  touches  put  on  the  floats,  unencumbered  by  public  crowds!  O 
12/31  have  a  free  day  or  take  an  optional  tax  to  foe  J.  Paul  Getty  htoseum  and 
Reagan  Library  On  New  Year’s  Day,  youl  be  talwn  to  Pasadena  for  foe  Rose 
Parade  with  reserved  grandstand  seats.  Board  Hodtnd’s  deluxe,  state-of-the- 
art  Oosterdam  1/2/10  In  San  Diego  tor  a  Sought  Mexican  Riviera  cruise  to 
Puerto  Vritata,  and  Cabo  San  Lucas!  Spend  one  day  and  night  in  San  Diego 
with  an  totaled  dty  tax  before  your  light  home  January  9.  Add  $100  for 
outride  or  1300  tor  balcony  cabins!  *Per  per*,  dbl.occ.  Airfare  is  extra 


YMT  Vacations  1-800-736-7300 

Airmfoa’s  Bari  Choice  tor  Affordable  Travel  Since  19671 


August  2&  2010 


11-  McCain  ordination 


Ri  \  i\  \i  s  \\d  Homecoming* 


Oak  Grove  Church,  Yazoo 
County:  Revial  Sept  12-15; 
Sun,  Sunday  School  9  am; 
worship  10  am,  followed  by 
Hindi  and  afternoon  service; 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  730  pm.; 
Malcolm  Pinion,  speaker; 
Gowan  EOis,  interim  pastoc 


Z  Harmony  Church, 

Biookhaven:  Revival  Aug. 
29  -  Sept  1;  Sun,  11  am.  and 
6  pm,  Mon.  -  Wed,  7  pm. 
Gene  Douglas,  speaker  Jem 
Peagka;  music  Given  King, 

3.  Siloam  Church,  Magee 

ship,  1030  a.m.,  flowed  by 
huidi;  Raymond  Jeffcoat, 


Homecoming,  Aug  29: 
Stmday  School  93ft  wor¬ 
ship,  1030,  followed  by  cov¬ 
ered  dish  lunch  and  singing, 
Heartmerv  music 


4.  Moak's  Creek  Church, 


Sept  5;  Sunday  School 


Homecoming, 
ly  School  high 
iy;  worship,  11 


Enterprise  Homecoming 
Aug  29;  worship,  1030  am, 
foifowed  by  dinner  in  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  Claude  Killian, 
spnker  Dmy  Bullock,  pas- 


nmcn  ana  afternoon  service; 
Lincoln  Chorale  Men's 
Group,  music  Mike 
Alexander;  pastor 


Church, 


Homecoming  Sept  12;  cov¬ 
ered  dish  luncheon  after 
morning  worship  service; 
Mark  uearman,  speaker 
Marty  Stephens,  music 
Stuart  Given*  pastoc 

o  o  o 


and  staff  members  of 
Moselle  Elementary  School 
Aug.  5,  with  over  70 
attending  Shown  are  some 
of  the  participants. 


lowed  by  covered  dwh  meal 
Richie  Davis,  speaker 
Brandon  Jones,  music 
Dermis  Robinson,  pastor 


Sept  12, 10  am, 


Jackie  Spell  has  entered 
the  field  of  full-time 
evangelism  and  is  avail¬ 
able  for  revivals.  He  may 
be  reached  at  (601)  406- 
2254  or  at  brojpa#attnet 


First  Church, 
has  called  Ray  Hatoock  as 
pastor.  He  has  pairtnrrri 
churches  in  Green  County 
andGeorae  County, 
Mississippi.  He  is  shown 


with  has  wife,  Sarah. 


The  William  Casey 
University  College  of 
Osteopathic  Medicine 
inaugural  dass  are  shown 
listening  intently  as  the 
faculty  and  staff  introduce 
themselves  and  wekamt 
the  students. 


About  45 
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Summer 

Jackson  churches  August 
9.  Shown  are  Ronnie 
Falvey,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Madison,  and 


LWGJ 


>r*<  s 
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3.  Fellowship  Church,  Hernando 


1.  Carrollton  Church, 

Carrolton  is  hosting  a 
women's  conference  Sept. 
11,  8:30  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  Coat, 
$15,  including  lunch  and 
light  breakfast.  Keith 
Carpenter,  speaker;  with 
Bean  Ferry  Pottery,  Fulton. 
Call  (662)  392-0218  or  299- 
3358  for  more  information. 

2.  Gracewood  Church, 

Southaven,  will  host 
Christian  humorist  Billy  Bob 
Bohannon  Sept  19,  6  pm 
Barry  Baker;  pastor. 

3.  Fellowship  Church, 
Hernando,  held  a  prayer 
walk  from  their  existing 
property  to  their  new  facil¬ 
ity  Aug.  14.  The  church 
will  begin  services  in  the 
new  facility  Sept.  5.  James 
Spencer,  pastor.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 

4.  The  GAs  of  Rocky  Point 
Church,  Leake  Association, 
were  recognized  for  their 
accomplishments  for  the 
year.  Shown  are  the  partid- 

5.  The  Women  on  Mission  of 
First  Church,  Columbus, 


/ 


7.  Crenahaw 


fa 

with  Operation  Ukraine. 
Shown  axe  Trixie  Novak, 

4.  Rocky  Point  Church, 

Helen  McCarty,  and  pastor 
Shawn  Parked 

r*wSi 

H K 

6.  First  Church,  Vicksburg, 
sent  a  team  of  28  to  do  some 
light  construction  work  at 
Blue  Mountain  College  die 
last  week  of  July.  Shown  are 

1 

ri  8s  Thornton  ordination 
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10.  Knight  dedication 
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NAMB  missionaries  gather  in  Chicago  for  training 

CHICAGO  (BP)  —  _  "Our  NAMB  Interim  President  eratra  namr  ' - - — — — - O 


CHICAGO  (BP)  —  "Our 
church  plant  is  in  the  middle  of 
one  or  the  most  dangerous 
areas  of  our  city/’  said  John 
Smith,  a  church  planting  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Pontiac,  Mi. 

Less  than  25  miles  from 
Detroit,  Pontiac  is  a  mini-ver¬ 
sion  of  the  city  that  often  ranks 
as  one  of  the  top  five  most  dan¬ 
gerous  dties  in  the  U.S.  “We 
minister  to  people  who  are 
homeless,  involved  in  prostitu¬ 
tion,  and  addicted  to  drugs,  but 
our  greatest  area  of  ministry  is 
to  the  city's  teen  population,” 
Smith  saia. 

Smith  and  his  wife  Kia  are 
not  strangers  to  the  challenges 
of  growing  up  in  the  inner  Sty. 
Both  grew  up  in  Pontiac.  "Our 
mission  field  is  right  at  home," 
said  Smith,  vvno  planted 
Shepherd's  Fold  Baptist  Church 
n  the  high  school  he  attended 
as  a  teenager. 

The  teens  we  work  with 
long  for  community  and  the 
relationships  of  a  family  unit" 
Smith  said.  "Unfortunately, 
many  of  them  find  that  sense  of 
community  in  gangs.  We’re  try¬ 
ing  to  help  them  understand 
the  value  of  the  body  of  Christ 
as  community." 

The  Smiths  were  among 
138  missionaries  who  attend¬ 
ed  a  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  Missionary 
Connection  event  in  Chicago, 
D.,  on  Aug.  12-14,  for  training, 
encouragement,  and  spiritual 
rejuvenation. 

"I  can’t  leave  here  and  be  the 
same,"  said  Smith,  speaking  of 
the  impact  the  connection  event 
had  made  in  his  life.  Tm  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  getting  back 
home  and  putting  the  spiritual 
jumper  cables  on  our  church." 


NAMB  Interim  President 
Richard  Harris  led  NAMB  staff 
members  in  providing  encour¬ 
agement,  training,  and  net¬ 
working.  The  two-day  event 
was  filled  with  workshops  on 
evangelism,  mobilization,  lead¬ 
ership,  apologetics,  money 
management,  and  prayer. 

Those  who  attended  the 
event  serve  in  central 
and  mid-west  and  western 
states  including  Illinois,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Michigan,  Kansas, 
Missouri,  Nebraska,  Montana, 
Wisconsin,  North  Dakota,  and 
South  Dakota. 

Missionaries  representing  a 
wide  range  of  ministries  were 
able  to  connect  with  one 
another,  tell  stories  of  person¬ 
al  challenges  and  triumphs, 
and  share  ideas  for  reaching 
particular  people  groups  and 
affinity  groups. 

Jeremy  Pape,  a  collegiate 
missionary  at  the  University  of 
Nebraska  in  Lincoln,  compared 
notes  with  Smith.  "Our  chal¬ 
lenge  is  reaching  students  who 
are  on  track  to  fulfilling  die 
American  dream,"  Pape  said. 
"They  have  no  need  for  God 
and  their  future  looks  bright" 

That's  in  sharp  contrast  to 
the  students  in  Pontiac  who 
have  no  aspirations  for  college 
and  are  just  trying  to  stay  alive. 
"Our  students  are  just  trying  to 
stay  alive  and  stay  out  of  jail. 
They  aren't  thinking  past  the 
age  of  21,"  Smith  send.  \3ur  stu¬ 
dents  know  they  need  God; 
they  just  aren't  willing  to  yield 
their  lives  to  Him." 

No  matter  the  ministry,  there 
was  a  shared  sense  of  urgency  to 
reach  a  changing  culture  and  a 
mission  field  that  grows  further 
from  God  with  each  passing  gen¬ 


eration.  NAMB  miCTa/in-  m 

anes  found  common 
ga>und  in  trying  to  sus¬ 
tain  ministry  with  fewer 
resources  and  with  an 
uncertain  future 

In  a  scheduled  lis¬ 
tening  session  to  field 
questions  about  the 
Great  Commission 
Resurgence  Task  Force 
recommendations. 

Hams  reminded  the 
missionaries  that  tran¬ 
sition  is  never  easy 
We  are  going  to 
move  ahead  aggres¬ 
sively  toward  imple¬ 
menting  the  GCR  rec- 
ommendations," 

Hams  said  "Our  top 
priorities  will  be  evan¬ 
gelism  and  disciple- 
shij>,  church  planting 

sional  movement."  -  J^MypJ$fRATEGY ""KMHankMQ,  NAM0*s Mm nmifku 
Harris  stated  that  in  Wft”  rTMS^°wi«  saving  in  the  midwesSem  states  at  a  missionary  con- 
order  to  reach  the  258  nectKX1  event  Chicago.  (BP  photo) 

million  people  in  - - 1  — - 

America  who  don't  of  the  story.  We  want  to  m owe  bon  centers,  Harris  said  that 
{CL  ^  bom  >“*  measunn8  activity  to  NAMB  would  continue  to 

Chraythe  Southern  Baptist  measuring  outcome.  "We  don't  work  with  the  state  convention 


North  America  who  don't 
have  a  relationship  with 
Christ,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  NAMB,  state 
conventions,  associations,  and 
local  churches  have  to  change 
the  way  they  do  some  things. 

"Loti  at  what's  happening 
in  our  culture,"  Hams  said. 
"Much  of  that  can  be  laid  at  the 
feet  of  God's  people  because  we 
aren't  doing  what  we've  been 
called  to  do." 

A  missionary  from  Ohio 
asked  what  type  of  measure¬ 
ments  would  be  used  to  evaluate 
success  under  the  new  priorities. 

"We  have  to  have  new  mea¬ 
sures  of  success,"  Harris  said. 
"Numbers  do  not  tell  all  of  the 
story,  but  they  do  tefl  a  large  part 


measuring  outcome.  "We  don't 
lust  want  new  churches;  we  want 
healthy,  reproducing  churches." 

A  missionary  from 
Michigan  asked  Harris  to 
explain  how  NAMB  would 
work  in  states  without  cooper¬ 
ative  agreements  that  are  to  be 
phased  out  over  seven  years. 

"We  cannot  move  forward 
without  some  kind  of  partnei- 
s hip  agreement  covenant  or 
some  understanding  of  how 
we  can  accomplish  the  work 
together  in  a  particular  state," 
Harris  said. 

Speaking  of  the  GCR  direc¬ 
tive  to  impact  lostness  in 
North  America's  large  popula¬ 


tion  centers,  Harris  said  that 
NAMB  would  continue  to 
work  with  the  state  convention 
to  reach  those  metro  areas. 

"Working  with  Chicago, 
New  York,  Los  Angeles,  tnat 
Is  higger  than  NAMB,"  said 
Hams.  "I  don’t  think  NAMB 
could  ever  have  enough  dol¬ 
lars  to  employ  enough  peo¬ 
ple  to  impact  large  cities.  We 
will  need  partners  from  all 
across  the  convention  to 
reach  our  cities." 

Harris  went  on  to  remind 
those  concerned  about  the 
future  that  God's  grace  is  suf¬ 
ficient  to  supply  all  their 
needs.  "We  will  get  through 
this.  What  God  originates.  He 
orchestrates,"  Harris  said. 


Albuquerque  church  fire  ruled  arson 


SILVER  RING  THING  PRESENTS 


ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M. 
(BP)  —  A  fire  that  heavily 
damaged  the  historic  down¬ 
town  Building  of  First  Church 
in  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  on 
Aug.  18  nas  Wen  ruled  an 
arson,  according  to  the  local 
fire  department. 

Reports  indicate  the  fire 
caused  an  estimated  $250,000 
in  damage  after  it  was  set  in 
the  parlor  and  spread  upstairs 
to  the  library. 

Firefighters  responded  to 
the  blaze  around  11  p.m. 
(MDT)  and  worked  for  two 
hours  to  contain  the  fire  to  the 
first  three  stories  of  the  five- 
story  building.  More  than  70 
firefighters  were  involved  in 
the  effort,  according  to  the 
Albuquerque  Journal,  which 
described  the  church  as  an 
iconic  downtown  landmark. 

First  Church 

Albuquerque's  700-member 
f°ngr*gation  recently  moved 
ik  Sunday  services  to  a  new 
building  on  the  west  side  of 
town,  but  the  church  offices 


and  other  ministries  remained 
at  the  downtown  building. 

Albuquerque  Public  Schools 
was  close  to  purchasing  the  61- 
year-old  structure  for  use  as  a 
tine  arts  magnet  school  for 
kindergarten  through  eighth 
grade,  and  the  school  system's 
chief  operating  officer  said 
after  the  fire  mat  the  school 
system  is  still  "very  interested 
in  the  property." 

"We  knew  we  could  start  a 
small  magnet  school  here  with¬ 
out  much  work,"  Brad  Winter 
of  Albuquerque  Public  Schools 
told  the  Journal.  "Depending 
on  insurance  issues,  that  could 
still  be  the  case." 

The  building  was  insured, 
church  officials  said,  but  the 
church  was  waiting  for  the 
federal  Bureau  of  Alcohol, 
Tobacco,  Firearms,  and 
Explosives,  which  is  required 
to  investigate  any  fire  that 
damages  a  church,  to  com- 

Kte  its  work.  As  of  Friday, 
re  were  no  suspects  in  the 
arson  case. 


In  addition  to  the  school  sys¬ 
tem,  the  city  of  Albuquerque 
was  interested  in  purchasing 
the  First  Church  complex.  The 
city  has  been  looking  at  this 
property  for  several  years,  and 
1  think  that  it  would  be  the 
ideal  location  for  an  event  cen¬ 
ter,"  City  Council  president 
Ken  Sanchez  said. 

Both  Albuquerque  Public 
Schools  and  the  city  council 
said  the  property  is  a  gold 
mine,  according  to 
Albuquerque's  KOAT-TV.  The 
school  board  recently 
approved  $11.3  million  to  buy 
the  church  campus  and  had 
been  waiting  on  a  due  dili¬ 
gence  report  to  be  sure 
inspections  of  the  building 
were  satisfactory. 

Kosciusko  native  Morris  H. 
Chapman,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Conten¬ 
tion's  Executive  Committee, 
and  Hayes  Wicker,  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  Naples,  Fla., 
are  among  the  church's  for¬ 
mer  pastors. 
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T,  SEPTEMBER  1  |  7-9PM 

DOORS  OPEN  #6:1 5  PARENTS  SESSION  #7300 

SCOTT  COUNTY/FOREST  COLISEUM 

1  SI  ERLE  JOHNSTON  RR  FOREST  MS  39074  ^ 


FREE  EVENT 

REGISTER  ONUNE#  SILVERMNGTVBNG.COM 
BRING  $20  FOR  THE  RING) 


WWW.SILVERRINGTfllNG.COM 
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TRe  Baptist  Recoup 


Expert:  same  sex  marriage  polls  highly  inaccurate 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  A  leading 
pollster  whose  company  favors  liberal 
causes  says  most  pods  on  same  sex  mar¬ 
riage  can  t  be  trusted  because  Americans, 
not  wanting  to  be  labeled  intolerant,  are 
hesitant  to  state  their  position  on  the  issue 
to  a  live  interviewer. 

Tom  Jensen,  director  of  the  North 
Carolina-based  Public  Policy  Polling,  says 
automated  polls  —  that  is,  poUs  in  which  a 
person  does  not  talk  to  someone  but 
instead  can  press  buttons  on  a  phone  key- 
i*d-  are  more  reliable.  His  oompany 
uses  automated  polling. 

Public  Policy  Polling's  latest  poll, 
released  Aug.  13,  shows  Americans  oppos¬ 
ing  same  sex  marriage  by  a  maigin  or  57- 
33%.  That  poll  conflicts  with  a  new  CNN 
poll  that  used  live  callers  and  showed  a 
slight  majority  uf  adults  thinking  there  is  a 
constitutional  right  to  same  sex  marriage. 

Both  polls  were  conducted  after  a  feder- 
al  jud#  struck  down  California's  constitu¬ 
tional  amendment  defining  marriage  as 
between  one  man  and  ate  woman. 

Pbfls  released  by  Gaflup,  CNN,  The 


New  York  Times  and  all  the  major  news 
networks  use  live  callers.  Only  a  handful 
of  major  polling  companies  use  automated 
polling,  among  them  Rasmussen  Reports 
and  SurvevUSA 

Public  Policy  Polling  was  the  only  com¬ 
pany  last  year  that  correctly  predicted 
Maine  citizens  would  vote  to  overturn  a 
same  sex  marriage  law. 

IFeople  are]  more  likely  to  tell  their 
true  feelings  on  an  automated  poll  where 
there's  no  social  anxiety  concern  than  to  a 
live  interviewer  who  they  may  be  worried 
about  the  reaction  of,"  Jensen,  who  sup¬ 
ports  same  sex  marriage,  wrote  on  tne 
Public  Policy  Polling  blog.  It  is  frankly 
impossible,  cased  on  the  results  of  gay 
marriage  referendums  over  the  last 
decade,  to  believe  that  a  majority  of 
Americans  support  its  legalization.  Dark 
blue  states  like  California  and  Maine  voted 
against  it  just  in  the  last  two  years." 

The  Public  Policy  Polling  coll  asked  606 
registered  voters,  "Do  you  inink  same-sex 
marriage  should  be  legal  or  illegal?"  The 
CNN  poll  asked  496  adults,  "Do  you  think 


gays  and  lesbians  should  have  a  constitu¬ 
tional  right  to  get  married  and  have  their 
marriage  recognized  by  law  as  valid?" 
Fifty-twopercent  said  yes  and  46%  said 
no.  The  CNN  poll  was  hailed  by  same  sex 
marriage  supporters  as  the  first-ever 
national  survey  to  support  their  cause. 

Statewide  ballot  initiatives,  Jensen  said, 
are  a  far  better  predictor  of  the  nation's 
feelings  on  the  issue.  Same  sex  marriage 
has  lost  in  all  31  states  where  it  has  been 
placed  on  the  ballot  Conservatives  long 
nave  complained  that  polling  on  same  sex 
marriage  underreported  their  side's  views. 

"Obama  states  like  Wisconsin  and 
Virginia  rejected  it  by  14-  and  18-point 
margins  in  2006  and  red  states  like 
South  Carolina  and  Tennessee  did  so 
by  56-  and  62-point  margins,"  Jensen 
wrote.  "The  actual  votes  we  have  had 
on  same  sex  marriage  in  many  states 
across  the  country  are  a  more  depend¬ 
able  barometer  of  opinion  on  the  issue 
than  any  polling  and  they  tell  the  story 
of  an  American  public  still  pretty 
opposed  to  it." 


Last  year  the  final  poll  by  Public  Policy 
Polling  showed  Maine  Question  1  win¬ 
ning,  51-47%.  The  final  maigin  was  53- 
47%.  Question  1  overturned  a  state  law 
that  had  legalized  same  sex  marriage. 

The  final  poll  by  every  other 
polling  organization  had  it  losing, 
with  one  poll  showing  it  behind  by  u 
points.  A  similar  pattern  was  seen  in 
California  in  2008  on  Proposition  8, 
with  automated  polls  coming  closer  to 
predicting  the  final  outcome.  A  Public 
Policy  Institute  of  California  poll  from 
October  2008  that  used  live  callers 
showed  Prop  8  losing,  52-44%.  It 
passed,  52-44%. 

According  to  the  latest  survey. 
Republicans  cropose  same  sex  marriage," 
81-12%,  as  do  independents,  48-41%. 

Democrats  favor  it  47-40%.  Every  age 
group  also  opposed  it,  including  those 
undo-  30, 52-44%. 

The  latest  poll,  though/  did  have  some 
bad  news  for  conservatives:  53%  of 
Americans  believe  same  sex  marriage  will 
be  legal  in  20  years. 


Another  prescription  abortion  drug  approved  by  federal  government 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  ed  in  the  mother's  womb.  The  ella  also  can  block  implantation  ly  kill  their  unborn  child  by  with-  Some  pro-life  leaders  charged 

The  federal  government  has  newly-approved  drug  is  more  of  an  embryo  in  me  uterine  holding  vital  nutrients  and  effec-  approval  of  ella  was  more  about 

approved  for  sale  another  pill  closely  related  to  RU  486,  the  wall  causing  an  abortion.  tively  starving  the  child  to  death."  the  political  bent  of  the  White 

as  an  emergency  caontracep-  abortion  drug  already  sold  in  the  AAPLOCT  and  other  pro-life  He  also  said  the  FDA’s  clas-  House  than  public  health. 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
The  federal  government  has 
approved  for  sale  another  pill 
as  an  emergency  contracep¬ 
tive,  but  critics  say  it  actually 
is  an  abortion  drug. 

The  US.  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  (FDA) 

announced  Aug.  13  the 
approval  of  "'ella,*  which  it 
says  prevents  pregnancy  when 
It  taken  within  five  days  after 
sexual  intercourse.  The  drug, 
which  requires  a  prescription, 
functions  primarily  to  restrict 
or  postpone  ovulation  in  a 
woman,  according  to  the  FDA. 

Pio-liie  organizations,  how¬ 
ever;  charge  eua  can  act  to  elimi¬ 
nate  an  embryo  already  implant- 


(BP)  —  ed  in  the  mothers  womb.  The 
tnent  has  newly-approved  drug  is  more 

other  pill  dosely  related  to  Rtf  486,  the  wall  causing  an  abortion, 
ontracep-  abortion  drug  already  sold  in  the  AAPLOG  and  other  pro-life 
t  actually  United  States;  than  to  currently-  organizations  expressed  con- 
marketed  emergency  contracep-  cem  that  women  who  already 
nd  Drug  tives  Plan  B  arid  Next  Choice,  are  pregnant  could  destroy 
(FDA)  pro-lifers  say.  early-stage  babies  in  their 

13  the  Ella  is  like  RU  486,  also  wombs  by  taking  ella.  They 
which  it  known  as  mifepristone,  in  that  it  also  said  some  women  are  like- 
ncy  when  prevents  production  of  the  hor-  ly  to  ignore  the  product  label 
flays  after  more  progesterone,  destroying  and  take  ella  more  than  five 
rhe  drug,  the  placenta  that  provides  nutn-  days  after  intercourse,  threaten 
ascription,  tion  to  the  embiyo  and  causing  ing  newly  implanted  embryos, 
to  restrict  the  tiny  child's  death,  according  it  is  efteany  and  unmistak- 
tion  in  a  to  the  American  Association  of  ably  an  abortifacient  and  is 
the  FDA.  Pro-life  Obstetricians  and  intended  as  such.  The  only  sup- 
Gynecologjsts  (AAPLOG).  posed  advantage  .is  that  the 

Like  the  "morning-after"  mother  does  not  know  for  cer- 
pills  Plan  B  and  Next  Choice,  tain  that  she  is  killing  her 
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ella  also  can  block  implantation  ly  kill  their  unborn  child  by  with- 
of  an  embryo  in  toe  uterine  holding  vital  nutrients  and  effec- 
wall  causing  an  abortion.  tively  starving  the  child  to  death." 

AAPLCXT  and  other  pro-life  He  also  said  the  FDA's  das- 
organizations  expressed  con-  sification  of  ella  as  an  emer- 
cem  that  women  who  already  gen<y  contraceptive  may  per- 
are  pregnant  could  destroy  mit  federal  funding  of  abortion 
early-stage  babies  in  their  through  such  programs  as 
wombs  by  taking  ella.  They  Medicaid  and  could  require 
also  said  some  women  are  like-  insurance  coverage  under  the 
ly  to  ignore  the  product  label  new  health-care  law.  Smith 
and  take  ella  more  than  five  urged  President  Obama  to 
days  after  intercourse,  threaten-  issue  an  executive  order  bar¬ 
ing  newly  implanted  embryos.  ring  funds  for  ella  or  insurance 
it  is  deany  and  unmistak-  coverage  that  includes  ella. 
ably  an  abortifacient  and  is  Pro-lifers  charged  the  clinical 
intended  as  such.  The  only  sup-  trials  performed  with  ella  were 
posed  advantage  .is  that  tne  inadequate  and  voiced  concerns 
mother  does  not  know  for  cer-  about  its  effect  on  the  health  of 
tain  that  she  is  killing  her  women  who  take  it  and  unborn 
unborn  baby  because  she  does  children  who  survive  its  use. 
not  know  if  she  is  pregnant"  The  FDA  said  clinical  trials  in 
said  Richard  Land,  president  of  the  United  States  and  England 
the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  &  showed  die  pill  to  be  safe  and 
Religious  Liberty  Commission,  effective.  It  said  ella  is  not  to  be 
"This  is  one  more  tragic  step  used  routinely  as  a  contraceptive, 
away  from  the  culture  of  life  on  Planned  Parenthood 

which  our  nation  was  founded."  Federation  of  America,  the 
A  congressional  pro-life  advo-  country’s  leading  abortion 
cate;  Rep.  Chris  Smith,  R.-N.J.,  provider,  commended  the 
said,  "At  a  minimum  [ella]  FDA's  decision.  "Ella  will 
should  be  classified  as  an  abor-  become  an  important  option  for 
tion  drug.  Wojnen  deserve  to  women,"  said  Vanessa  Cullins, 
know  that  these  pills  they  believe  the  organization's  vice  presi- 
prevent  pregnancy  could  actual-  dent  for  medical  affairs. 


Some  prolife  leaders  charged 
approval  of  ella  was  more  about 
tne  political  bent  of  the  White 
House  than  public  health. 

"By  approving  this  drug  qui¬ 
etly  on  a  Friday  afternoon 
when  most  of  Washington  was 
on  vacation,  the  Obama 
Administration  and  the  FDA 
once  again  placed  politics 
above  science,  women  s  health 
and  informed  consent"  said 
Jeanne  Monahan,  director  of 
the  Center  for  Human  Dignity 
at  the  Family  Research  Council. 

An  FDA  Advisory  Committee 
for  Reproductive  Health  Drugs 
unanimously  agreed  in  June  the 
application  for  ella  provided  suf¬ 
ficient  evidence  for  approval  as 
an  emergency  contraceptive. 

The  same  drug  has  been  on 
sale  in  Europe  under  the  name 
ellaOne  for  the  last  15  months. 

RU  486,  which  was 
approved  by  the  FDA  in  2000, 
is  used  as  the  first  part  of  a 
process  normally  occurring  in 
the  first  seven  weeks  jpf  preg¬ 
nancy.  After  RU  486  causes 
the  death  of  the  tiny  child,  a 
second  drug,  misoprostol  is 
taken  two  days  later,  causing 
the  uterus  to  contract  and  to 
expel  the  baby. 
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Dagestan  pastor  murdered  in  church 

The  founding  pastor  of  Dagestan's  largest  situated  in  the  Caucus  Mountains  on 
Protestant  church  was  murdered  by  uniden-  Russia's  border  with  Chechnya, 
tified  gunmen  on  July  15  while  leaving  his  The  Slavic  Centre  for  Law  and  Justice  and 
church  building.  the  Institute  of  Law  and  Religion  issued  a 

The  murder  of  Artur  Suleimanov,  49,  pastor  of  statement  calling  Suleimanov  a  "true  mis- 
1,000-member  Hosanna  Christian  Church  in  sionary  with  fervent  heart  and  sincere  faith," 
Makhachkala,  the  capital  of  the  Russian  republic.  Compass  Direct  reported, 
came  after  local  media  broadcast  calls  for  people  "He  was  a  man  of  faith  who  fearlessly 
to  take  measures  against  Suleimanov  because  he  preached  the  Gospel  sharing  the  faith  in 
was  too  "active"  and  led  ethnic  Muslims  to  Christ  thrist  with  people  even  in  difficult  circum¬ 
stances,"  the  statement  retd.  "Since  the 
beginning  of  his  mission,  Pastor  Artur 
Suleimanov  prayed  fojr  the  salvation  of 
Dagestan  nations,  despite  all  the  difficulties 
and  threatening  that  the  community  and 
preachers  faced/' 


came  after  local  media  broadcast  calls  for  people 
to  take  measures  against  Suleimanov  because  ne 
was  too  "active"  ana  led  ethnic  Muslims  to  Christ 
the  Compass  Direct  news  service  reported. 

Suleimanov  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Zina, 
and  five  children. 

More  than  90%  of  Dagestan's  2.6  million 
people  are  Muslim  and  most  of  the  remain¬ 
der  are  Russian  Orthodox.  The  republic  is 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Face  Crises  with  Courage 

2  Samuel  15:13  - 14, 24  -  26,  30  -  37;  1*7  -  8a 


By  Tony  Martin _ 

What  would  you  be  think- 
ing  and  feeline  if  a  sudden 
calamity  forced  you  to  leave 
your  home?  This  is  what  David 
is  faced  with  as  he  learns  the 
hearts  of  the  men  of  Israel  are 
with  his  son,  Absalom. 

Continue  to  Trust  God 

(2  Sam.  15:13  - 14,  24  -  26) 

David  fled  from  Jerusalem. 
Absalom  had  the  whole 
nation  following  him,  so 
David  felt  it  necessary  to 
leave  with  his  family,  offi¬ 
cials,  and  special  bodyguard. 
David  knew  that  Aosalom, 
who  had  killed  Amnon,  might 
also  kill  his  brothers  and  pos¬ 
sibly  his  father.  If  Absalom 
had  had  to  attack  Jerusalem, 
he  could  very  well  slaughter 
its  inhabitants,  so  Davidwas 
willing  to  risk  his  own  life 
and  abandon  his  own  throne 
to  protect  its  citizens. 


In  the  midst  of  all  this, 

David  continued  to  trust 
God.  For  the  second  time 
in  his  life,  he  was  forced 
to  flee  into  the  wilder-  1 
ness.  Should  we  read  any 
erf  David's  exile  psalms,  we  see 
that  his  trust  in  God  and  his 
conviction  that  God  still  ruled 
guided  his  every  step.  Read 
Psalm  3, 4, 41, 55, 61, 62,  and  63, 
and  we  have  a  strong  sense  of 
where  David's  heart  was.  In 
15:24  and  following,  we  see 
Zadok  and  Abiathar  taking  the 
Ark  back  to  Jerusalem.  David 
didn't  want  the  throne  of  God 
treated  like  a  good  luck  charm. 
God's  favor  was  on  David  and 
He  would  restore  him  to  the 
throne.  Note  in  v.  26  that  even 
if  God  rejected  David,  David 
was  willing  to  accept  His  sov¬ 
ereign  wilL 

Fleeing  a  threatening  situa¬ 
tion  may  be  a  wise  move,  even 
if  it  hurts  our  pride.  It  doesn't 


necessarily  show  a 
lack  of  faith.  Standing 
up  to  fight  takes 
courage,  but  backing 
down  for  the  sake  erf 
others,  as  David  did, 
also  takes  courage. 
Don't  Isolate  Yourself 
from  Others 
(2  Sam.  15:30  -  37) 
Martin  A.W.  Tozer  said, 

"The  Bible  was  written 
e  in  tears,  and  to  tears  it  will  yield 
s  its  best  treasures."  David  weeps 
i  openly  in  v.  30,  and  he  had 
i  every  right  to:  Amnon  had  been 
l  murdered,  Tamar  violated,  and 
f  Absalom  was  in  the  process  of 
i  stealing  the  throne, 
e  But  the  Lord  answers 
£  David's  prayer.  First  David  had 


alone.  Then  God  answered  his 
prayer  through  Hushai.  In  an 
exchange,  David  asked  Hushai 
to  remain  in  lerusalem  to  help 
counteract  Ahithophet's  influ¬ 
ence  while  pretending  to  be 
loyal  to  Absalom.  Hushai  is 
called  David's  friend  (v.  37;  1 
Chron.  2733X  which  implies  he 


was  a  friend  in  the  court,  per¬ 
haps  a  special  counselor.  David 
sent  Hushai  back  to  Jerusalem 
as  he  had  with  Zadok,  Abiathar, 
and  their  two  sons. 

God  frequently  works  in 
our  lives  through  others.  We 
should  be  open  to  receiving 
the  help  of  trustworthy  people 
in  our  lives;  God  diet  not 
intend  for  us  to  go  it  alone. 

Fulfill  Your  Responsibilities 
<2  Sam.  1*7 -8*) 

At  this  point  in  the  narrative, 
David  has  lost  his  son, 
Absalom.  (2  Sam.  1833  is  one  of 
the  most  shattering  accounts 
written  anywhere  dealing  with 
a  hither's  loss  of  a  son,  in  spite 
of  all  that  Absalom  had  done.) 
Despite  his  extraordinary  km, 
David  continued  to  fulfill  his 
duties  as  king.  On  October  10, 
1950,  Sir  Winston  Churchill  told 
listeners  at  the  University  of 
Copenhagen  that  *1  was  only 
the  servant  of  my  country  and 
had  l  at  any  moment  failed  to 
express  her  unflinching  resolve 
to  fight  and  conquer,  I  should  at 
once  have  been  rightly  cast 
aside."  This  is  a  lesson  David 
had  to  learn.  Leaders  must  lead. 


even  if  their  hearts  are  broken. 

So  Joab  tells  David  to  go 
out  and  encourage  his  men,  or 
else  not  one  single  man  would 
be  left  by  nightfall  (v.  7).  This 
short  but  blunt  speech 
brought  David  back  to  reality, 
and  we  see  David  "sitting  in 
the  gateway,"  which  shows  a 
return  to  normalcy. 

As  harsh  as  it  may  seem,  per¬ 
sonal  loss  should  never  be  used 
as  an  excuse  for  neglecting  our 
responsibility  to  God  and  oth¬ 
ers.  One  way  to  cope  with 
tragedy  is  to  return  to  daily 
tasks  at  an  appropriate  time. 
David  came  to  understand  this. 

Consider,  in  dosing:  How 
can  you  make  strategic  requests 
of  your  loyal  friends  when  you 
are  in  need?  To  whom  do  you 
owe  loyalty,  even  when  he  or 
she  seems  to  be  in  trouble?  And 
finally,  how  can  you  entrust 
yourself  to  God  the  next  time 
you  face  a  setback? 

Scripture  died  is  from  the  New 
International  Version. 

Martin  is  the  Associate  Editor 
of  The  Baptist  Record. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Relationships: 

The  Improvement  Factor 

2  Corinthians  10:1  - 13:13 


'  Laura  Leathers 


In  our  home,  the  senior  por¬ 
traits  of  our  four  children  hang 
on  the  hallway  wall.  Under 
each  portrait  is  a  small  framed 
needlework  picture  which  dis¬ 
plays  their  name,  the  meaning 
of  the  name,  and  a  Scripture 
verse.  About  eleven  years  ago, 
our  fourth  child,  raul  was 
studying  the  meaning  of  his 
name.  He  was  very  upset  when 
he  realized  his  name  meant  "lit¬ 
tle".  He  thought  the  meaning  erf 
his  name  referred  to  being  weak 
and  lacking  courage.  But  the 
opposite  is  true.  For  it  is  in  our 
weaknesses  He  is  made  strong 
(2  Cor.  12.-9-10). 

As  we  come  to  the  condu- 
sion  of  this  strong  yet  sharp  sec¬ 
ond  letter  the  tone  shifts,  raul  is 
preparing  die  Corinthians  for 
his  promised  visit  jMR  16;  2:1- 
3).  The  majority  of  those  in  the 


Corinthian  church  had 
experienced  an  improved  he 
relationship  with  Paul. 

But  here  in  the  final  chapters 
Paul  directly  refers  to  die 
minority  who  axe  still  accusing 
him  (2  Cot  10:7, 10-12;  11:4, 

23).  Once  again  Paul  defends 
his  apostolic  authority  and  his 
ministry  as  well  as  voicing  his 
concern  about  improving  rela¬ 
tionships.  He  begins  with  die 
initial  step  which  is  to . . . 

Approach  Courageously 

Meekness  is  not  weakness.  It 
is  "the  humble  and  gentle  atti¬ 
tude  that  expresses  itself  in 
patient  endurance  of  unfair 
treatment  (MacArthur  Study 
Bible).  "  Gentle  people  do  not 
seek  revenge  or  retaliation, 
even  though  they  have  the 
power  to  do  so.  Many 
Corinthians  looked  at  Paul  as  a 
weak  individual  and  didn't 


think  he  had  the  abili¬ 
ty  to  stand  against 
tneir  accusations.  In 
verse  two  Paul  states, 
in  a  loving  way, 
"Don't  force  me  to 
show  you  how  bold  I 
can  ber 

Some  Corinthians 
were  judging  Paul's 
Leathers  ministry  "according  to 
the  flesh"  (2  Cor.  102) 
not  "according  to  the  Spirit" 
The  first  six  verses  of  chapter 
ten  deals  with  the  spiritual  war¬ 
fare  Paul  was  engaged  in  (9ee 
Eph.  6:121  Paurs  ability  to 
stand  boldly  came  through  the 
victoiy  found  only  in  Chnst 
Challenge  With  God's  Work 
2  Cot  1015-18 
Throughout  the  letters  to  the 
Corinthians  Paul  has  dealt  with 
various  doctrine  and  theologi¬ 
cal  issues.  Now,  the  church  cri¬ 
sis  in  Corinth  has  in  most  part 
been  resolved.  It  was  time  to 
move  forward — to  take  the 
gospel  beyond  you  (vs.  16). 

What  are  the  regions  beyond 
you  where  ministry  needs  to  be 
expanded?  "Paul  suggests 
three  questions  we  may  ask 
ourselves  as  we  seek  to  measure 
our  ministries  by  die  will  of 


God.  They  are:  "Am  I  where 
Godwants  me  to  be  (w.  13-14)? 

(w.  15-?7)?Can  the 
mend  my  work  (v.  18)?  . . .  The 
important  thing  is  that  we  are 
where  God  wants  us  to  be, 
doing  what  He  wants  us  to  do 
so  that  He  might  be  glorified. 
Motive  is  as  much  a  part  of 
God's  measurement  of  our 
work  as  is  growth.  If  we  are 
seeking  to  glorify  and  please 
God  alone,  and  if  we  are  not 
afraid  of  His  evaluation  of  our 
hearts  and  lives,  then  we  need 
not  fear  the  estimates  of  men  or 
their  criticisms"  (Wiersbe).  The 
challenge  with  God's  work  is  to 
bring  Him  glory  and  not  seek 
from  man. 


bring  Him  glory  and  not  seek 
the  gory  from  man. 

Declare  Any  Concerns 
2  Con  12:14-18 
Anticipating  the  third  visit 
with  the  Corinthians,  Paul 
wanted  to  address  issues  which 
might  arise.  Not  be  a  burden, 
emphasized  his  continued 
refusal  of  accepting  support. 
Another  concern  was  for  the 
Corinthians  to  understand  his 
willingness  "to  be  expended". 
Paul  was  willing  to  give  of  him¬ 
self  even  if  it  cost  him  his  life. 
Lastly,  there  was  the  issue  with 


those  who  believed  Paul  and 
his  associates  had  taken  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  Corinthians  regard¬ 
ing  the  collection  for  the  saints 
in  Jerusalem.  Paul  openly  and 
honestly  addressed  me  issues, 
sc  that  upon  his  arrival  there 
would  j  be  no  hindrances  to 

As  we  come  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  our  passage  Paul 
expresses  his  motive  was  not 
selfishness,  but  love.  Paul  was 
afraid  that  when  he  arrived  in 
Corinth  he  would  find  them 
still  practicing  the  sins  he  listed 
(vs.  20)  and  this  would  cause 
him  to  be  humiliated  and  sad¬ 
dened.  Ffis  intentions  were  to 
strengthen  the  church  and  see 
them  mature  spiritually. 
Improvement  in  relationships 
will  occur  when  we  seek  to 
strengthen  others  and  to  do  so 
for  the  Glory  of  God. 

It  has  been  a  privilege  to  serve  you 
through  this  endeaoor^Thankyou  for 

OJSilZSSSL"' 


Leathers  is  a 
ChocK  Durant . 


of  First 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  pubflsh 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  In  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

hews  submitted  for  publication  In  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti- 
dee  must  be  received  In  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mall  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
uw  wno.  wnii,  wntn,  wnvn  aoiaiis  ot 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  parson's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
whto.  photos  and  dgM  printouts  we 
not  reproducible.  OigM  photoe  may  be  used  « 


submitted  as  a  JPEG  lie  via  ether  (a)  e-mai, 
(b)  three  and  e  hat  Inch  toppy  dtafc.  or  (c)  CO. 
Photos  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  wel  lighted. 
Cel  phone  photographs  and  otter  low  reaolu- 
ton  Homs  are  generaty  not  pubtshable. 


At  news  terns  are  subject  to  edtong,  and 
all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping. 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  bnd- 
scepe-.  buMng-.  or  object-only  photographs 
*■  be  printed  News  terns  andtor  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  pubished  one  tme  arty 
News  terns  sndfer  photographs  depicting 

orgarta*ions^3fnrtbapuS£had0DaaSns 

tor  aubrrtttng  news  is  one  weak  prior  to 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  w» 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submt  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Bos  530.  Jackson,  MS 
39805-0530.  FAX;  (001)  898-3330.  E-mat: 
bapttstrecord4mbcb.org 
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Dr.  Rory  Let,  Executive  Director 
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Tim  V.  Foley  HowredLa^j 

Mr  EloneG 
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Mr  Vaidaman  Howard 

Mr.  Ac  Mir  Thomas  R. 


Mir  Mitt*  Hazel  R_  Howa 

aaa^L 

Mr  Juliaette  Puner 
Mr  Ac  Mir  Jeree  L 
Greft 

Mr  *  Mir  Clyde  L 

Bkiunt 

H.  R.  Hutchins 

M>  Betty  1C  Davit 
Mir  Lola  leBcoat 

Mir  Ifena  Haskins  - 
Mr  At  Mir  Bate 


Mv  Ac  Mn>  Woody  D 

Sam 

Bobby  *  Patsy  Block 
Alicia  A.  Jewell 

Rev.  Ac  Mir  Sonny 
Jewell 

Boise  Johnson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kirk 
Vandevender 


Mr.  D.  J.  Martin 

Ran^M^nda,  Emily 

Mr  James  Martin 

Mr  Ac  Mir  Jay  Gore  III 
Mtr  Gladys  Martin 
Mr  Margie  M. 

Langston 

Leroy  Ac  Ruth  Mathis 
Mr  k  Mir  Alfred 
Merrier  Jr 

Mir  Anne  McCaffrey 

Temple  BC  Grenada 


Mr  k  Mtr  Jeremy  G 
Williams 
Freda  McCombs 

Mir  William  H.  Brewer 
Ruby  McCown 

Mr.  k  Mtr  Dan  W. 
Southerland 
Marie  McCoy 

Mr  Joyce  N.  Burnette 
Geneva  McDonald 

Mr  Tfcrri  Johnson 
NfibeBo 

Mir  Opal  McKnight 
Mir  Virginia  C 
Quarles 

Mr.  and  Mir  Don 
Montgomery 
Mr  Van  Allen  McNeese 
Mr  k  Mir  Perry  E 
Atherton 

Alfred  Meraet  Sr 

Mr  k  Mir  Alfred 
Merder  Jr 
Loume  Middleton 

SWMRMC  Intensive 
Care  Unit 

Mr  Martha  Middleton 
Mr  Laveme 

««  .  A  « - 

nutcmnson 
William  Mills 

Marion  H.  Mills 
Mr  Charles  Milton 

Mr  Juba  Mullins 
Rev.  k  Mir  Woody  D. 
Rimes 

Mr  k  Mir  Joe  T. 
Woodyear  ul 
W.  N.  MitchieU  Jr. 

McCoolBC 
Alma  Mize 

Jimmy  k  Billie  Breland 
Mr  It  Mir  Tim  V.  Foley 
J* 

Mr  Lula  Belle  Muttkan 
Central  BC  Brandon, 
Frank  Myers 

Elizabeth  Fulgham  k 
Family 
tari  Golden 
William  RMyrick 

Mr  k  Mir  Jeff  FoUnd 
Michelle  At  Paul 


Mir  Maxine  Pews 

Mr  Julie  R  Halfacre 
Juliun  Potter 

Mr.  Ac  Mir  James  T. 
Bmton 

Mr.  Paul  J.  Pryor 

Mr  Ac  Mn.  Don 
Mitch eU 

Mr  Ac  Mir  Edward  S. 

Thomas  Jr 

Ibera  Gamer 

Beverly  Price 

Kaye  k  Courtney  Pryo 

Mr  Gerald  W.  George 

Mtr  Kathleen  Condon 


Mr  Robert  Ragan 

AduHlSSC  Branch  BC 
Morton 
Brandi  BC 
Peggy  Rawson 

Calvary  BC  Meridian 
Russell  Rawaon 

Mr  Theresa  Cook 
Mir  Mildred  G  Redding 
Mr  Ac  Mir  Bobby  K 
•  Redding 

George  Robinson 

vFW  Post  6809 
Betty  Rocket 

Mr.  Robert  R.  Waymire 
Gene  Rushing 

Standing  Pine  Nursery, 
Inc 

Mr  Ac  Mir  Richard 
Rogers 
Gary  Russum 

Mr  Ac  Mtr  jerry  L.  Ivey 
Mtr  Maxine  Ryals 

Mr.  Ac  Mir  Lend  on  E 
Biown 

Mel  Scarborough 

Mr.  Ac  Mir  Stuart  V. 
Allen 
NeU  Shelby 

Mrs.  Shirley  J.  Hastings 
Ray  Sims 

Dr  Ac  Mir  Fred  E 
Tatum 

Paul  Sizemore 

Mr.  Ac  Mir  Stuart  V. 
Allen 

Ruth  Slaughter 


Flora  Mae  Slay 

Chris  and  Sandra 
Federick 

Benjamin  O'Neal  Smith 

Mr.  Ac  Mir  Bobby  J.  Nix 
Betty  Smith 

Mir  Jean  S.  Moss 
Burley  Smith 

Mir  Dot  Poe  Ray 
Mama  Cordie  Smith 

Mr  Ac  Mir  Kam  Quinn 
Mr.  Burley  Smith 

Mr  Ac  Mir  Darmy  E 
Daves 

Mir  Beulah  Smith 

Arlington  Heights  BC 

Pascagoula 

Mir  Cordie  Smith 

Mr  Ac  Mtr  Donald  E 
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rerkins 

Mir  EUa  Smith 

Dorcas  SSC  Clear 
Creek  BC-Snubuta 
R.T  Smith 

Charles  Ac  Mary  Guy's 
SSCFBC  Summit 
Mir  Beth  Sotreb 

Mir  Linda  Tiller 
Mr  Dewitt  Craft 
Jeffrey  G  Spence 

Mr  Ac  Mir  J.  A.  Maggio 

Llr.  Ac  Mrs.  James 
Crosby 

Mir  Pauline  Hudgins  Steed 
Mr.  Ac  Mir  Robert 


Mir  Johnann  M.  Tidwell 
Judge  Ac  Mir  Rhesa  H 
Barksdale 

Mr  Bonnie  M.  Fowler 
Mir  Herbert  H 
Coleman 

Mrs.  Ruth  K.  Nevels 
Jo  Ann  Ac  Wiliam  Reed 


Mr.  k  Mir  H  Morris 
Northcutt 
hra  Steele 

Mir  Shirley  J.  Hastings 
Mir  Martha  W.  Sumrall 
Mr  Ac  Mrs.  Gerald 
Buchanan 
Darmv  Surber 

Mr.  Ac  Mir  Lendon  E 
Brown 

Mildred  Swackhamer 

Mr  Ac  Mtr  Stuart  V. 
Allen 


i  Thompson 
Mr  Ac  Mrs.  L 


'  mSJTsm..  -s> G““ 


Lawrence  A. 


Brad  Ac  Lauren  Clifton 

Mr.  Ac  Mir  Pat  Murphy 

Mary  Gann 

Mr.  Ac  Mir  Warren 

McKinnon 

Mr  AcMirS.IL 

Johnson 

Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  Paul  Poole 
Kenneth  Todd 

Mir  Patsy  D.  Reeves 
Mir  M.E  Tolar 

Mr  Dudley  Williamson 
Robert  (Bob)  Toney 

Mr  Ac  Mir  Garry 
Austin 

Mr  Emmett  TrusseU 
Mr  Ac  Mtr  Jimmy 
Jenkins 
James  Tullos 

Mir  Shirley  M.  Nowell 
Virginia  Valentine 

Mr  Ac  Mrs.  Don  F. 
Sherwood 

hire.  Hazel  Van  Landingham 
The  S.  B.  Van 
Landingham  Family 
Juanita  F.  Vaughn 

Mr  Ac  Mir  S.  S.  Crocker 
Betty  Dean  Ac  Frank  K. 

Vickers 

Mir  Opal  Vickers 
Mr  George  Walker 

Mr  k  Mir  James  C 
Brents  Jr  ' 

Benton  Wall 

Mr.  Ac  Mir  Charles 
Blister 

Mr  Jerry  Wallace 

Mr.  Ac  Mir  Michael  T. 
Goff 

Mr  Julia  Mullins 
Mt  Ac  Mir  Percy  J. 
Peeler 

Mir  Thelma  C 
Vtoodyear 


Anita  T.  later 

Hope  Ac  Kenneth 
Hawkins 

Dr.  Fred  Lawrence 

Temple  BC  Grenada 
Mir  Edna  Davis  Lawrence 
Temple  BC  Grenada 
Mir  Martha  &  Lee 

Mr  Bobbie  Y  Fain 
Walter  E  Lee 

Mir  Polly  Dale 
Norlt  1  astoy 

flU  and  Eva  Moree 
Bumetta  Lewis 

Mr  Ac  Mn.  J.  A.  Maggio 


Mir  Nyma  *Nana*  Lewis 
Mr  Ac  Mn.  James  E 
Gardner 

Mr  dob  E  Mangrum 

Deer  CreekBC  Roiling 
Fork,  MS 

Mr  Ac  Mm.  J.  M.  Barnett 
Max  Parish 
Mr  k  Mir  Robert 

Mir  Rosa  M.  Miller 
Karaon  Thomas  Martin 
Mr.  Ac  Mn.  William  E 
Ha  thorn 

Mr.  Ac  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Speight*  Jr. 


Mir  Betty  jo  Raebeny  Nestei 
The  Robert  Sullivan 
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Jimmy  Nitcner 

Mr  Ac  Mir  Jerry  W. 
Cuevas  7 
Mr  Robert  Owen 

Mr  Ac  Mir  Jimmy 
Jenkins 
Jerry  Pace 

Mr  Ac  Mir  Cedi  Oen 
Polk 

Mir  Roae  Marie  Pack 

Dr  George  D.  Purvis 
Ms.RosaTynB.Ladd 
Mre.  Bessie  T.  Parish 

Michael  Ac  Joyce  Price 
Dr  Ac  Mre.  James  W. 
Lewis 

CarotynG.  Patterson 
MR  Maigie  M. 

Charles  AcMargaret  Pearson 
DrlcMiRjay  L 
Hubbard 
Earl  Peeples 

Providence  BC- 
Geveland 
Robert  D.  Peters 

Mrs.  Era  C.  Peters 
A  Ray  Pittman 

Dr.  Ac  Mir  FredE 
Tatum 
Brad  Pittman 

Mr.  Ac  Mir  Scott  E 
Pittman  ' 

Clayton  Pope 

Mr.  Ac  Mir  Dean 
Garrett 

Mary  Ruth  Posey 

Mrs.  BoycfH.  Hudson 
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Surdap,  September  72,  2070 


2:00  p.  m.  -  4:  00  p.  m. 


'Big  Day'coming  Oct.  3  for  evangelism  preparation 

AT  DU  A  D  ETTA  r.  /HD\  1 .  .  ^  JL  X 


ALPHARETTA,  G*.  (BP) —  might  be  a  commitment  to 
Southern  Baptist  churches  participating  in  visitation  or 
have  an  opportunity  to  set  outreach  events.  Others  might 
aside  one  "Big  Day"  this  fall  to  simply  commit  to  looking  for 


every  individual  being  pre-  testimony  of  how  Christ  has 
pared  to  share  their  faith.  changed  their  life. 

Also  known  as  Soul-  Hie  theme  this  year  is  Every 
Winning  Commitment  Day,  die  Believer  Sharing,  which  ties 
event  can  be  customized  with  a  into  Southern  Baptists'  10-year 
variety  of  training  opportune  God's  Plan  for  Sharing  (CPS) 
ties,  sermon  ideas  and  other  initiative  launched  this  yeat 
tools  to  reflect  the  needs  of  Church  said.  A  key  GPS  goal  is 
individual  churchn,  according  to  equip  every  believer  to  share 
to  Dick  Church,  church  evan-  the  Gospel,  he  said, 
gelism  and  resource  ooordina-  Resources  for  the  Big  Day 
tor  for  the  North  American  include  a  comprehensive 
Mission  Botrd  (NAMB)  per-  planning  guide  that  can  pro- 
sonai  evangelism  team.  vide  either  a  full  turn-key 

The  mission  board  sponsors  plan  for  churches  to  imple- 
the  annual  emphasis*  which  has  a  ment  or  a  set  of  tools  to  cus- 
suggested  date  this  year  of  Oct  3.  tomize  their  own  emphasis. 

The  goal  of  Soul  Winning  Some  churches  have  chosen 
Commitment  Day  is  to  enoour-  to  utilize  the  One  Hour 
ageposton and  church  leaders  to  Witnessing  Workshop  during 
dedicate  one  day  of  the  year  to  their  Sunday  morning  worship 
motivate,  inspire  and  challenge  service,  for  instance,  vWiile  some 
church  members  to  make  a  com-  pastors  might  craft  a  sermon 
mitinent  to  reach  beyond  the  using  points  from  a  sermon  out¬ 
walk  of  the  church  and  engage  in  line  and  offer  opportunities  to 
some  form  of  evangelism,"  make  a  commitment 
Church  said.  Among  other  resources  are 

For  some,  he  said,  that  Sunday  School /small  group 
might  mean  committing  to  lessons  and  drama  scripts.  AU 
take  a  course  on  how  to  snare  resources  can  be  downloaded 
their  faith.  For  others,  it  free  at  www.thebigday.org. 


B1G  IMY  —  Equipping  every  believer  to  dwre  their  faith  in  Christ  is  the  focus  of  Sool-Winnmg 
Commitment  Day,  which  has  a  suggested  date  this  year  of  Oct.  3.  Details  about  how  a  church 
can  customize  its  own  Big  Day  are  available  at  www.thebigday.org.  (BP  photo) 


Meeting  shapes  future  missions  strategy  of 'internationalization' 

_ ?!  that  God  has  already  been  sending  their  own  missionar-  arv-sendino  nnminHmu  i»— ...r  ■ 


aryaending  organizations  Panamanian  missions  organi- 
to  develop,  this  concept  of  0*  “about."  Fort^LdT’Jfo  IwX'  ^ *We  have  the  U 

internationalization  of  mis-  we're  just  beginning  to  get  in  European  National  Partners  in  the  Also  paitscipating  m  challenges.  We  find  problems 

sions,"  said  Gordon  Fort,  vice  on  it."  oc*amm*  m  the  drscussions  on  global  with  money  issues  [and] 

president  of  the  International  Fort  spoke  of  the  interna-  nepresen-  churches  wrdi  no  missionarv 

Mission  Board  OMB)  office  of  honalizathmf  of  missions  -  earlSr  ^issumrar  Repubhc'  of  main 

- ^  .  jts  Christians  all  over  the  efobe  “»  challenge  we  have  is  to  go 


,  ,  ,  _  .  \ - / .  — —  —  vi  mi99iuiu>  —  earner  crus  summer 

global  strategy,  but  it  s  appar-  Christians  all  over  the  globe  IMB  leaders  joined  mission- 


A 


r  Edwurthy,  strategist  for  the  international  Mission  Bo«h  European 


Moldova  and  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth. 

During  the  confer¬ 
ence,  leaders  forged 
partnerships  and 

shared  their  struggles 
and  victories  in  sending 
cross-cultural  mission¬ 
aries  —  people  from  all 
nations,  to  all  nations, 
to  share  Christ 

Those  from  Central 
and  Eastern  Europe 

glies  with  churches  that 
still  operate  under  a 
communist-era  mentali¬ 
ty.  Some  shared  stories 
of  traveling  to  more 
than  300  churches,  urg¬ 
ing  pastors  to  embrace  a 
focus  on  missions. 
Others  emphasized  the 
urgency  of  sending  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  unreached 
people  groups  in 
Central  and  South  Asia. 
The  leaders  shared 
ideas  and  needs,  pin¬ 
pointing  ways  they 
could  assist  each  other. 

-  "When  I  see  the  pic¬ 
tures  and  I  hear  the  tes¬ 
timonies,  I  know  that 
we  are  sharing  lots  of 
things,  even  though  we 
are  so  far  [away  from 
one  another]  and  have 
PJK  different  contexts,"  said 
floe  Carlos  Gomez,  leader 
of  PAAM,  a 
wr~ 


challenge  we  have  is  to  go 
back  tome  Word  of  God.  What 
were  we  created  for?" 

While  these  international 
missionary-sending  organiza¬ 
tions  are  growing,  sending 
dozens  of  cross-cultural  mis¬ 
sionaries  annually,  they  ate 
still  relatively  young;. 
Throughout  the  meeting,  the 
164-year-old  IMB  provided 
insight  on  evangelical  strate¬ 
gy,  missionary  training  and 


equipping 

Tlus  might  be  the  neatest 
contribution  the  IMB  can 
make  to  global  evangelization, 
more  than  anything  we've 
ever  done,"  Fort  said. 

IMB  strategist  Scott  Holste 
shared  research  showing  mis¬ 
sions  leaders  the  urgency  of 
sending  missionaries  to  coun¬ 
tries  without  any  evangelical 
presence. 

"If  you  take  all  the  mission¬ 
aries  m  the  world  only  three 
out  of  100  are  working  with 
these  least  reached  people 
groups  of  the  world...  so  weve 
got  to  partner  together," 
Holste  said.  "We  ve  got  to  get 
the  whole  church  involved. 

Fort  added,  "We  have 
sensed  that  God  is  really  stir¬ 
ring  the  church  locally  in  this 
generation.  And  we  have  felt 
that  perhaps  the  greatest  con¬ 
tribution  we  can  make  to  glob¬ 
al  evangelization  is  making  it 
possible  for  those  last  peoples 
who  have  not  heard." 


